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| The Pretace. 


PIT eAving as farre forth as 
E892 14 / waged ſufficient for 
U14297] 16 7 preſent purpoſe treat- 
'| REEF <4 ir the precedent 
| Book, thoſe things , which are of 
| themſelves obvious to naturall rea- 
ſon, it remains now that 1 diſcuſſe 
thoſe alſo which are above the ſphere 
if our Nature, that I may thereby 
plainly (hew the Chriſtian Faith to 
be moſt true not onely by vatwral mo- 
tives, but out of the very aftions of 
our bleſſed Saviour Chriſt Feſus ; 
end becauſe things before our eyes do 
more enforce owr under ſtanding to 
«ſent, then things which are paſt; 
for it is harder to deny what we 
lainly ſee before our eyes , then that 
which we receive at truſt by Tradi= 
2 £1005; 


he 


The Preface, 


tions. T ſhall lay the firſt ground; 
of my proofs in thoſe things which 
are unqueſtionable unto all, as being 
daily (cen prattiſed inthe Church of 
Chriſt, and are moſt apparant to 


ſenſe it ſelf. I do not ſpeak of the Þ 


vices of evill ( hriſtians,who as ſuch 


are ſequeſtred rather , and cut of 
from - « communication and myſti- | 
call Union of the (harch, but of 
thoſe good members of it , which mt Þ 


onely bear and profeſſg the name if 
Chriſtians.but alſo prove themſelve 
to be ſuch by their virtuous lives and 
attions. Thu done, I ſhall produce 
reaſons grounded in thoſe attions i 
Chriſt which are moſt generally re 
ceived and allowed of by all, ſo that 
the latter ſhall manifeſtly confirm 
the former ; the things preſent, thoſc 
which are paſt. But becauſe the chit] 
effeft at which the inſtitution of the 
Church aims, is Juſtice. ard ane 
prehenſible and unſpotted life : ur 
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The Preface. 


| Saviour ſaying ( ſpeaking of the 
| members of his Church) Ego yeni 
| utyitam habeant & abundantinis ha- 


beant : To this end I came that they 
may live, and that they live more 


* abundantly. Firſt therefore I ſhall in 
due order prove the truth of the 
; Chriſtian Faith 5 by realons truly 


grounded in the virtuous lives of 


good Chriſtians. Secondly, in the 


| cauſes of ſuch a life : and laſtly in 


the effefts of the ſame life, wherein I 


| ſhall compriſe all thoſe things which 


are daily exerciſed in. the Church 
Militant of Chriſt. | 
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The triumph of the Croſſe,or, 
of the verity of Faith. 


— thn. tn Bhat th ——_ a... 


CHRaP, 1. 


That there is 4 true Religion. 


FT is altogether neceſſary 

£8 that eyery one acknow- 
© a8 ledge, that inthe world 
CDS there is a true Religion : 
By Religion we underſtand a due 
Worſhip exhibited unto Almighty 
God, as he is the univerſall fountain, 
ſource, and moderatour of all things : 
For eyery effect doth exhibite a cer- 
tain worſhip to its. cauſe whilſt con- 
erting its ſelf unto it, and as it were 
nyocating it with a kind of ſubje- 
A 4 ion, 
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tion, it ſtrives to imitate and make 
it ſelf like untoit , which exprefles 
nothing elſe but a certain return of 
honour from the effect to its cauſe, 
that it may be more and more 
perfected by it. Wherefore Al- 
mighty God being the uniyerſall 
Caule of all things, of whom hea- 
ven ard carth and all that hath 
o00dnefile in it, haye their whole 
being and dependance : moſt clear 
it is that in man there ought to be an 
ingrafted and naturall inftin& to 
ccnvert it {elf to God,and to invoke 
and ſubject himſelf unto him, to do 
-his uttermoſt to become like unto 
him, and to be perfected by him, 
which is nothing elle then to exhibite 
worſhip unto him. Now if therc 
be ſuch a naturall inclination in the 
rationall nature of man to worſhip 
his Cieatour, and that this inclina- 
tion cannot be ſuperfluous , or in 


yain, we mult of force conclude; that 
there 


of the werity of Faith, 3 
there is a true Religion to be found 
amonglt men, 

Moreover, ſeeing that man is na- 
turally inclined to the divine Wor- 
ſhip, (as every effectis to its cauſe) 
and that he 1s rationall, as not being 
necefſitated to any thing , as other 
brute and irrationall things are,which 
are naturally carried away by their 
appetites ; but having a true domi- 
nion over his actions, he freely diſpo- 
ſes of them as he liſt, Now it all men 
(as naturall reaſon is oftentimes ye- 
ry defetive) ſhould fall into. fo ge- 
nerall and groſs an errour.that there 
ſhould be no true and divine Wor- 
ſhip found amongſtthem , it would 
follow that they would be fo depri- 
yed of the divine Proyidence, that 
there would appear no Diyine care 
exerciſed towards them in the thing 
which is of all others molt necefla ry 
and naturall unto them; ſeeing that 
this true diyine Worſhip is that, by 
k — which 
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which man is-to arrive to the fruit! - 
on.of his laſt end. But this I haye 
cliewhere plainly refuted. 

I adde that every —_— and 
nation, in eyery age both paſt and 
preſent, baviagbem (though in di- 
vers-wayes) addiRed unto the di- 
vine Worſhip , it muſt neceſfarily 
follow that this truth is wholly in- 
grafted and naturall unto man ; for 
that js naturall (as I haye elſewhere 
ſhowen) which agrees unto all, and 
at all. thmes,. wherefore it there 
ſhould be no true divine Worſhip 
found,this natural inclination would 
be wholly fruſtrate,ſeeing it were not 
able to arriyeunto the end which it 
was ordained for : whence it would 
follow that Almighty God executed 
his Proyidence more towards unrea- 
tonable creatures then towards man. 

Laſtly, fecing that every caule in- 
fuſes its perfection and goodnefle, as 


much as poſſible it may, into its cf- 
fed, 
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of the werity of Faith. 5 
fe&, intending by all means to at-- 
tract it, and make it as farre as it 
hath _— = unto it ſelf ; = 
mi | ine ſuperlative 
7 : and the firſt _ of al 
things, hath quettionleffe a ſpeciall 
care of the perfeRtion of man, for 
whoſe fake and uſe , he made all o+ 
= wh 49 —_— wherefore, 
true Ron of man princi- 
pally corfifling in the fabjedting 
imlelf unto God, and in the Di- 
yine veneration in the which Religt- 
on. doth chiefly conſiſt , it follows 
that there is a true Religion to be 
found in the world. 


CHnaP, II. 


There are two ſorts of Divine 
Worſhip. 


An having 2 Capacity to Exhi» 
te yeneration untoAlmighty 
(30d 


& Thetriumph of the Croſſe, or, 
God two wayes, corporally and fpi 


ritually,we ought to diltinguiſh two 
ſorts of Divine Worſhip in him, to 
Wit, interiour and exteriour : interi- 
our is that which we perform by the 
acts of our underſtanding and will : 
exteriour is that which we exhibite 
by a perſonall reverence , external| 
ceremonies,. and corporall ſacrifices, 
Now as all matters are naturally 
made and ordained for their forms, 
ſo queltionlefle the externall Wor- 
ſhip hath a due ſubordination to the 
interiour., 
This interiour Divine W orſhipis 
nothing elſe but a righteouſneſle and 
rfetion of the interiour man, bythe 
which God is moſt honoured, which 
I prove in this manner, Eyery caule 
receives molt honour from the per- 
fection of its more princi pall eff ccts, 
whence artizans become famous by 
the excellence of their maſter- pi eces; 


but there is no viſible effect more 
goble 


of the verity of Faith. #5 
noble then man, who, the more ex- 
cellent he becomes in perfection, the 
more is the Divine Honour increa 
ſed. Now he is ſo much the more 

ret, by how much his life is more 
holy, tor ſanctity is the perfection 
of the interiour man, by which eyen 
the whole man is perfected. ; and 
therefore the chiet honour that man 
does Almighty God, is by a virtu- 
ous, holy, and perfeCt life, and in 
this manner, the true and entire wor=- 
ſhip of Almighty God is the lite of 
an upright and yirtuous man beco- 
ming lo by his actions, as they haye 
a reterence unto his Creatour. 

We do not worſhip Almighty 
God meerly and precitely for him- 
ſelf, but allo that we may obtain 
from him that ſupreme blifſe for 
which man is created ; wherefore,the 
tue Religion is the means and dit- 
polition tor the gaining of this ſu- 
preme fclicity of man, as we {ce na- 
turall 
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turall cauſes exact the congruous 
diſpoſitions of that ſubject or matte: 
mto which they produce their ef- 
feRs, ſeeing therefore it is manife? 
that man is much more perfectly 
difpoſed for the obtaining his chief 
blifſe by a virtuous life , then by 
ſacrifices and exteriouir Ceremonies; 
it is nelefſe certain that the true Re- 
—_= conſiſts in the righteoulneſſe 
of lite. 

Moreover , Almighty God not 
being a body but a pure a&t, man 
becomes more like him by the purity 
of his interiour part , then by any 
exteriour integrity , and therefore 
God is niore perfectly worthipped 
by the ſpirit, then by any functions 
of the body's for Almighty God 


_oag's Spirit, it behoyes thole that 
worſhip him. , to adore him in ſpuit 
and ycritye 


Cxnap, 


hat 
ui 
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CHraP, III. 


That there is no better life then that 
of Chriſtians. 


Here is no life more perfe . 
Þ nd holy then the lite of Chrr- 
flians, for if we take a view of all 
living creatures, we ſhall find in the 


| loweltdegree of life thoſe which one» 
| ly enjoy vegetation or growth , as 


lants, thence we raile us unto the 
agimall or fenfitive life, which de- 
oree of life admits a latitude of di- 
vers degrees of tenfiriye perfection, 
whereof that degree is more perfect 
which enjoyes the perfect degree of 
ſenſations. Now the intelleCtu- 
all life farre exceeding that which 
is onely yegetive and ſenſible , we 


| cafily conclude that the life of 


bealis is farre inferiour to the life 
ef man, in which alſo we diſtinguiſh - 
dLyers 


re The triumph gf the Croſſe, or, 
divers degrees of actuall perfeRi- 


on, though not of effentiall, for we 

referre thole that follow the light 
and dittamen of reaſon, before thole 
who twerving from it and negle&- 
ing reaſon , give the full ſcope and 
rains to ſenſe, The reaſon is clear, 
becauſe the more they neglect rea- 
{on, and addict themlielyes to ſenſu- 
all pleaſure,the lefſe they participate 
the life of man, and become more | 
like unto beaſts ; but thoſe who are Þ | 
guided by reaſon and do ſuppreſſe } 
the brute and inferiour part, do lead # « 
the lite of man and not. of beaſts; W { 
there being therefore in man a com» W rx 
bination of theſe two degrees of the WM t] 
rationall and brute life, and the ra- ir 
tionall being tarre more excellent of W a 
the two, it muſt needs follow that W it 


that man is more perfe& who ad- @ le 
dicts himſelf to a rationall hte, then WF "an 
he who gives himſelf oyer to the lite IF -jec 


of brutes, now amonglt thole who 
addict 


— 7. - ”* 


+ 


———— — 


of the werity of Faith, LI 
addi themſelyes-unto arrintelleu= 


all life, there is a great difference z 
for the ſoul of man becomes much 
more perte& by the knowledge and 


love of the truth of {piricuall chings 


then of corporall, eſpecially as they 
are exerciſed about the diyine Perte- 


* tions 2 hence it is that the life and 


powers of the foul of man become 


* more perfect , the more it refrains 
$ from corporall objects,and imployes 
| itſelf in the contemplation and loye 


of ſpirituall things, eſpecially of the 


| divine Perfetions. Now a Chri- 
| ſtianlife aims chiefly at this, that 
| neglecting all created objets whe- 


ther ſpirituall or corporall, it wholly 
umployes it {elf in the contemplation 
and loye of Almighty God, lo that 
it becomes in a manner by an intel- 
lectuall and affectionate union one 
and the Spirit with its divine Ob- 


| -ject ; whereforc,it being a thing im- 


pollible ro find a life more pertcCt 
then 
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then that by which a man 1s united 
with his firſ{ cauſe, and his laſt end, 
ic appears clearly that there can be 
no lite more perfect then that of a 
Chriſtian. 

Morever , the righteous life of 
man, as he is man (as I have ſaid 
before) receiyes its yaluc*from the 
degree of reaſon which it exerciſes; 
Wherefore , the more rational! it is, 
the greater is its worth and yalue: 
Theretore, ſecing that thoſe which 
are true Chriſtians are unwilling to 
do any thing at all againſt reaſon, it 
mnt needs tollow that their life farre 
excells the life of other Sects and 
Religions. 


«> 


The virtuous life of man hath a 4 
chief regard ugto that for which it i} 
was created, to wit, the contempla- . 


tion of the ſaid perfetions , for 
which is required a mot pure ſere- 
nity of mind ; for if a mind be ſub- 
ject to humane and fenſuall paſſions, 

it 


—— — —— 
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* iryillbe alcogether unfirfor ſo ſub- 


lime and elevated an objec ; Bur 
there is no life to be found which 
more undrefles the interiour powers 


' of the ſoul of man, then that of 


Chriſtians , which ſpends its whole 
endeayours in uniting it ſelf onely 
with its Creatour : Therefore, there 


: snone Which ſurpaſſes it in true di- 


gnity and excellency. 


CnaP, IV. 


| There cammt be imagined the laſt 


end of any life better then that of 
ift ians. 


= the end I may make it 5 # 


pear that there is no life to 


| compared with that of Chriſtians, 


we muſt know that there are two 
changes princi pally required to 2 
virtuous life, to wit, a perfe& end, 
and proportionable means- tor at- 
caining 
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taining to that end. Firſt , I will 
ſhew thatthere isno end of the life 
of man, ſo conſonant to reaſon, as 
that which Chriſtians aim at ; next 
I ſhall make appear that the means 
which Chriſtians are to put in exe- 
cution for the gaining their end, are 
the moſt accompliſhed and excellent 
of all others. 

Andas for the end, it will eafily 
appear, it we daily confider that 
there 2re two ſorts of ends of the 
life of man ; the end cxjws, or, of 
Which , and the end qwo, or, by 
which : that isthe thing ir ſelf which 
we leek , and the means by which 
we enjoy the fame. Nothing que- 


ſtionleſle is ſo excellent as Almighty MW « 
God ; Bur God is theend of the life MW © 
of Chriſtians, for whole ſake , and } 
unto whom they addrefſe all thei 4 
actions: This end therefore of theirs WM p 
admits no colour of queſtion, Their W n 
faith alſo aſpires unto the clear vicon ſh h 


and 


of the werity of Faith. 15 


and fruition of Almighty God, not 
by the mediation of creatures , but 


' 
. immediately by his divine Efſence. 
Now manby his clear intuition and 
. fruition becoming united unto Al- 
e mighty God , arrives by the ſame 
t unto his moſt con{ummate and (u- 
* preme perfection , beyond which 
y Þ& chereremains not the leatt objec of 


It any rationall defire; Almighty God 
ie WF beingthat goodnefſe which plenarily 
of ſatiates all the appetites of the foul 


y I of man. 
h FF Itremains now that I ſhew 
ch {© molt pregnant and convincing rea- 
10 ſons, that the laſt bliſſe and telicity 
ty of man conſiſts in the clear intuition 


ite of the Divine perteRtions, for 1 
nd WW have now proved that it cannot be 
eir W attained unto in this life ; and it we 
irs W placeitin the contemplation of Al- 
ei W mighty God, this not being had 
0n ih here, it is to be expected in the next 
ind WW life, where if it ſhall conſiſt in che 
intel= 


16 Thetriumph of the Croſſe,or, 


intellectuall poſſeſing of the fir 
verity not known by xs own proper 
ſpecies or immediate objeRive in- 
uence, but by the intervention of 
effects or other repreſentatives, there 
will ariſe many difhculties ; for firſt 
it will not appear how mans intelle- 
Ctuall appetite will be fully fatiated 
and wholly acquieſce in ſuch a me- 
diate contemplation, for if the ſoul 
of man in the ſlate of ſeparation 
from the body hath knowledge not 
onely of materiall objects , « of 
{pirituall alſo, and immateriall ſub- 
ſtances ; either it hath this know- 
ledge perfectly or imperfectly «if im- 
pertectly? by their intervention man 
cannot atrive unto the perfe&t know- 
ledge of God, and all things in the 
ſtate of imperteRion have a capa- 
city and appetite of thcir reſpective 
perfeftion (to the matter ſecks its 
form, and that whichis foul to be- 
come beautifull) certainly the {oul 
of 
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| of manas unſatisfied by ſuch an im- 


perfet knowledge of its objeR, 
cannot be at quiet, which alſo may 
be ſeen in the endeayours of men, 
whoſe underſtanding not content 


{ witha confuſed and perfect knows 


ledge of things, ſtrives by all labour 
and induſtry to arrive unto the per- 
fe& knowledge of them. 1f with 
a perfect knowledge they penetrate 
the effects, they are preſently infla- 
med with a defire ro know their 
cauſes, for man naturally deſires 
true knowledge which confilts in the 
knowing the caules of things. Thar 
which is naturall cannot be taken 
from nature, and as naturall motion 
grows more impetuous and ſwift 
inthe end, then it was in its bigin= 
ung; ſo mans underſtanding , the 
more perfe&tly ic hath penetrated 
the effects, the more earneſtly doth 
it ſeek to know the caules of them ; 
therefore, Idonotſee how the natural 


appetite 
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apperite of mans underſtanding may 
be ſatisfied without the clear fight of 
Almighty God, which allo is con- 
firmed by experience, that the ca- 
pacity of mans mind is not fatisfied 
by any limitted object N beyond 
which it alwayes apprehends ſome- 
what to remain unknown, - whence 
it is that if any limitted dimenſion 
or number be pre{uppoled, there re- 
mains alwayes a faculty of our un- 
derſtanding to add ſomewhat further 
and further without end, and this is 
the nature of that infinity which 
the Mathemacians in their lines and 
numbers call the infinity of encreale 
or augment. Theiefore all created 
ſubſtances being finite and limited, 
our underſtanding never reſts fatiated 
untill it behold the increated fub- 
ſtance of Almighty God , which 
alone as being a pure act admits no 
bounds or circum{cription. It 1s 


therefore unreaſonable to pretix any 
other 


of Chriſtian Faith. I; 


* otherend of the life of man, then 
* that which our faith hatheſtabliſhed 


(to wit) the clear viſion of the di- 
vine Efſence. For it is manitfelt to 
all, that Almighty God is the laſt 
obje&t in which the ſoul of man doth 
finally acquielce. All naturall mo- 
tion tends to lome laſtend or centr: 

whither being arrived, it cealſe-, 
Now there being no created ſub- 


ance in which the heart of man can 


* fix its finall affection, we may con- 


clude, that it onely refts then when 
he ſhail behold face to face Almighs 
ty God, then whom there being no- 


| thing greater, there can be nothing 


gin him tothe tull latiety of 

man ; nor ſhall he further affet in» 
feriour objects, becauſe he ſhall 
make no account of them. For 
there is no proportion between thin gs 
limited and that which is in nite ; 
as allo becaule there is no perfectior 
in any eftet,which is not more per- 
B teetly 


wanting 


0 — —— 
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feAly and eminently contained in the 
firſt cauſe , and confequently there 
will be no further defire of any thing, 
becauſe our underſtanding will be 
moſt compleatly perfeCted, as fully 
poſſeſſing its ſupreme and laſt ob- 
zeR, in the which it will moſt eaſily 
behold thoſe other inferiour thingy, 
towards Which it is naturally incli- 
ned ; and this is one difference be- 
tween the underſtanding and lenſes, 
for the tenſes in the fruition of their 
principall object are exhauſted and 
corrupted ; but the underſtanding is 
thereby exceedingly perfected. 

But here we mult oblerye, Al- 
mighty God being infinite, and 
aboye the iphere of all created ſubs 
ſtances, that our underſtanding by its 
own proper forces, yirtue, and energy 
Cannot raiſe it ſelf fo high as to be- 


hold the divine Effence ; buc there | 


s neceſſary a ſupernatural] difpoſi- 
tion or quality called by —_—_ 
c 
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the light of glory, which God in- 
fuſes in the next life into the ſouls 
which are free from all guilt of finne 
or pain, that he may thereby make 
them capable and fi for this beatift- 
call viſion. For Almighty God al- 


| wayes ſupplics neceſſities, nor can 


there be any thing elevated above its 
own proper {phere, unlefſe it be af- 
fiſted by ſome ſuperiour virtue ; now 


* the vigour alone of the molt intenſe 


naturall light of our underſtanding, 
15 no way ſufficient to produce the 
clear yifion of Almighty God, be- 
cauſe the excellence of the object 
preciſely does not elevate naturall 
power toanact of anorher kind, or 
of a {uperiour nature, ſuch as is the 
beatificall yifion in regard of a crea» 


| ted underſtanding, which therefore 


ought to be ſupplied with ſome ſu- 
pernaturall diſpoſition or quality, 
which we call the light of Glory. 
Whence it appears, what a trueand 
B 2 ratio- 
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rationall judgement our Faith 
frames of the end of humane life, 
and how eafily it difſolyes the difh- 
culties of controyerfie, in the which 
thoſe of other opinions find them- 
ſelyes wholly intangled, as in ſo ma- 
ny Labyrinths. W here whatſoever 
we ſay either of the end cxj6, or 
theend qxo, there can be found none 
{o good and rationall, no nor eyen 
imagined, as that which Chriſtians 
prote fle and teach, 


Paar 7 


There can be no better means to 4t- 
tain unto eternall bliſſe, then 4 


C hriftian life. 


Eing now to treat of the means 
By, Which we are toarrive to the 
fore-mentioned ends, 1 ſhall make 
it appear that there is none which | 
may rationally be compared with 


thoſe, which are approyed by the 
Chriſtian 


NS 
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Chriſtian Faith; for Almighty God 
doing nothin S in vain, I ſuppole that 
no man can doubt, but man is to ar- 
riye unto his laſt end, which is eter- 
nall beatitude , by ſome means or 
other ; for that thing queſtionleſſe 
would be altogether yain and to no 
urpole which could not arrive unto 
the end for which it was ordained, 
as for example, the power of moti- 
on in man would be in yain, had he 
no limbs , muſcles , and joynts to 
rformit, ſeeing therefore that man 
naturally thirſts after eternall blifſe, 
if the means of attaining it ſhould 
be taken away, cerrainiy his defire 
of it would be alrogether fruſtrate : 
Therefore theve mult be ſome means 
found, by which man is to arrive to 
this clear yiftion of God , which is 
his end. This means Chriſtians call 
the purity of heart , and the divine 
Grace lupernaturally infuled into 
our louls, which makes them per- 
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feR , and enables them to operate 

and profit in all ſorts of virtues. 
No man can deny but that the 
purity of heartis the means to raiſe 
our ſelves to the contemplation of 
the frlt Verity. I call the 'means 
chat, which bears a proportion with 
the gaining the ends, and to the 
clear knowledge of God , there is 
exacted a great rapt or extaſie , he 
being the moſt ſupreme object of 
our underſtanding , and elevated 
tarre aboycail things which are pers 
vious to the lenies. Wherefore there 
1sneceſſary a moſt exquiſite purity 
or mind, that 1s a loyereign cleya- 
tion of the toul from the loye and 
afteftion of viſible and corporal 
things to the intenſe love of inviſi- 
ble and fpirituall objects ; for that 
we call pare, which hath no mixture 
in it of any thing which is of anin- | 
feriour nature and quality : Now 
our underſtanding being ſeparated 
from 
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from all corporall organs , and our 
foul being a ſpirituall-and rationall 
ſubltance, the more it abſtracts and 
raiſes it ſelf from corporall and ma- 
teriall things, and unites it felf with 
Divine objects, the more pure it be- 
comes. Whateyer Philoſophers may 
have eſtabliſhed and taught of the 


purity of heart , of virtues, and of ” 


morall integrity is not onely practi- 
ſed and taught by the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion , but by the fame Religion 
there are found out new wayes and 
documents for the purifying our 
kearts With greater fandtity, For 
that purity of heart, which is found 
out and gained by the force of na- 
ture,is a mean no way proportion- 
able with the end which we have 
prefixed for Chriſtians ; for what- 
eyer exceeds the forces of any nature 
cannot be gained without the al- 
iltance of another ſuperiour nature, 
eyen as Water or any ponderous bo- 
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dy is not raiſed of it ſelf, but by the 
motion of another ; but to ſee the 
divine Subſtance (as I have faid in 
the precedent Chapter) is aboye the 
ſphere of a created nature , and 
therefore every intelleCctuall natwe 
operating according to its capacity, 
1t mult needs follow, that a created 
underſtanding cannot purifieand un- 
dregge it felt tufficiently , unlefle 
be elevated by a ſuperiour afliſtance, 
and therefore the morall integrity 
and righteouſneſle of which Philo- 
lophers haye treated, bears not a ſuf- 
ficient proportion with the laſt ed 
and {upreme blifle of man. Hence 
it is that Chriſtians with great rea- 
ſon do attribure this proportion to 
Grace, and othet virtues ſupernatu- 
rally infuled by Almighty God, 
who is wanting to none in the requi- 
firs neceſſary for the directing 
them, how witha moſt pure inten- 
tion they may arrive unto their 
withed 


« | wiſhedend. To prove which more 
at larg&is not for my preſent inten- 
n | ded brevity, having manifeſtly de- 


monſtrated in my Treatile Of the 
" ſimplicity of a Chriſtian life,that it is 


re not derived from a naturall loye or 
y, imagination,or from the light of na- 
ad turall reaſon alone, or from any ce- 
4 leſtiall influence, or from any other 
1t ſpiricuall creature, but from the gra” 
ce, ces and ſupernatural oifrs w ich 
ll & Almighty Gol infules into our fouls, 
L# Waeretore , not to repeat the lame 
Y. thing oftentimes , thoſe that are 
od willing may read that Treatite, and 
\ce | fe how Chriſtian life is a moft 
—_ perfect mean for the gaining the 
-» | cad of mans life, whence it muſt 
m- | needs follow that there is no other 


od. lite ſo good and ablolutely pertet as 
ui- that of Chriſtians, 
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By Chriſtian Religion, man moſt aſ- 
ſuredly obtains eternall bliſſe. 


F it be neceſſary (as I have pro- 
I yed it is) that amongſt men there 
be ſome true Religion, which con- 
ſits in the righteoutneſle of life, the 
Chriſtian Religion excelling others 
in this, muſt of force be the true Re- 
ligion,by the which Almighty God 
1s both exteriourly and interiourly 
moſt duiy worſhipped . For the ex- 
teriour doth cither practiſe, or is an 
expreſſion of the interiour ; ſo that 
if the interiour be true, it is manifelt 
that the exteriour is either a practi- 
call execution or expreſſion of the 
ſame verity, whilſt correſponding to 
the interiour, it is rightly rermed 2 
rrue cxteriour worſhip, of which I 
ſhall hereafter treat more at large. 
We therefore worſhipping Aimigh- 
ty 


ty God chiefly toexhibitea true ho » 
nour nnato him, and next for the ob- 
taining our own true beatitude, it 
muſt tollow that God is truly wor- 
ſhipped by Chriſtians, and that 
Chriſtians by fo doing aim at thcir 
own blifſe , which finally they are 
capable on ; and conſequently thole 
which do perſevere unto the endiaa 
true yirtuous and Chriſtian life, may 
lafel promiſe unto themſelves cter- 
nall blifſe. Moreover, having plain- 
ly heretofore demonltrated a divine 
Providence over humane aftairs, to 
which Providence it appertains to 
direct things to their proper ends by 
proportionable means, and there are 
0 means which bear greater pro- 
portion with eternall blifſe then 
thoſe of a Chriſtian life ; we may 
not doubt but whoeyer ſhall haye 
led a Chriſtian life , (the Wor- 
ſhip of Chriſtian Religion being 
the molt perfe& ) ſhall be fi- 


nally 
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nally elevated to that erenall 


blifle. 

Further , if. it be blaſphemy to 
{mpeach the divine Goodnefle of 
Injuſtice , Chriſtians. who oblerve 
this law cannot be fruſtrate of their 
bliſſe ; for Almighty God being the 
authour or the fiſt moyer of all 
things to their proper ends, either he 
will promote tome mortals to their 
beatitude , or none ; if none, mans 
creation would be yain , and (as I 
have heretofore made appear) many 
abſurditics would follow : it tome, 
then will he moſt juſtly pretenc 
Chriſtians whom we know to be 
the molt virtuous. of all men, 

For if Chri/{tians ſhining before 
others in Piety and Religion bc- 
coine deſtitute of their finall blifle, 
no man certainly mult look forit.be- 
caule if that which appears greate: 
have no being jat all , what may be 
expected ofthat whicha ppears leflc! 

As 
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As for Chriſtians, certainly they ap- 

ar to- have a greater proportion 
with their blifle then others. bocaad 
(as I haye proved) they have lefler 
impediments, and are more diſpoſed 
unto it ; and therefore 1s the Chriſti- 
an Faith and Religion to be prefer- 


red beforeall others. And cruly. if 


Chriftians living according to the 
prelcript of their Religion become 
trultrare of their expeRed blifle; 
we muft conclude that there 1s no 
luch thing , but a meer fable, a 
fiction, a chymera ; for in naturall 
caules we fee tha*they produce their 
leverall torms and effects, if they bc 
not hindred, and the matter fubject- 
ed haye in it congruous dilpoicions, 
and ſhall che end and laſt torm of a 
virtuous life, which is eternall blifſe, 
to which no life is better dilpoled 
thea that of Chriſtianity, be denied, 
to that which is moſt habill and dil 
poled ? Whichif it be ſo, then truly 
there 


——— 
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there is no finall telicity of man, be- 
cauſe (as 1 have ſhown) there is ns 
other form of finall bliſſe, and con- 
ſequently there is no laſt end of the 


| 
life of man. Since therefore it would 
follow (the end being the meaſure, 6 
or rule of the means by which the \ 
end js gained) that man would be b 
the molt milerable of all living 5 
creatures, and void of all order, th 
would be ſubjeCt to all caſualty, in 
and deſtitute of all providence, is 
which 1s the greateſt of all abſur- al 
dities, 1 conclude therefore (that hi 


which I intended) that a Chrittian lit 


life by true Religioa, isa molt fate 


and certain way to eternall bliſſe, We 
Cu ar, VII. G 

The truth of Chriſtian Faith is pro- Fat 
ved by being the cauſe of a virtu- WF fl 
ons life, abo 
Aving proved the Verity of WW '0g 
Chriſtian Religioa by Argu- IW tc 


ments 
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ments grounded in the yirtuous life 
of Chriſtians, now I intend to con- 
firm the ſame out of the cauſes of 
the ſame lite. The principall caules 
of this life is the Faith of our Savi- 
our Chriſt Jelus crucified, informed 
with Charity, that is, which works 
by love : the Scripture teaching us, 
Tufivia Dei per fidem Jeſu Chriſt: 
in omnes ſuper omnes qui credunt 
ineurs : thatis, The Jultice of God 
is by the Faith of Jelus Chriſt for 
all and over all which bchieve in 
him : and without Faith it is impol- 
ible to pleaſe God, This Faith of 
Chriſt informed , is that by which 
we beleeve that Chriſt crucified is 
te God, and true man, the Son of 
God identified in nature with the 
Father and the holy Ghoſt, but di- 
ſtinguiſhed in perſon, whom we love 
aboye all things. Faith therefore al- 
together with the love of Chrilt is 
the caule of the foremenrioned lite, 
That 
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That it is ſo, daily experience 
reaches us, for that which is manifeſt 
cannot be denied , and of this we 
have a moſt palpable experience, be- 
cauſe we ſee Chriftians make (6 
much progrefle in the righteouſneſſe 
of life, as they profic in the Faith 
of Chriſt ; and on the contrary : for 
between thele two forts is tuch 2 
{tri connexion , as they inferre a 
muruall conſequence ; and on the 
contrary, the defect of one inferres 
the loſſe of the other; for no ſooner 
Crows 2 Chriſtian vitious of lite, 
but the form of his Faith, which is 
Charity towards (30d, yaniſhes,and 
on the contrary. It therefore we per- 
ceiye in the lite of man {ſuch an et- 
fe , which men have learned by 
their own and others experience to 
haye conltantly endured from the 
coming of our Saviour eyen unto 
rhele preſent times.and that allChri- 
{l;ans do ayerte and teach the lame, 
yy 
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why ſhould we not out of admira- 
tion of ſo important a matter play 
the Philolophers , enquiring and 
ſearching into the caules of it, eyen 
as the Philoſophers having percei- 
ved the effeRts of naturall things, 
and being ignorant of their caules 
b:gan firſt to admire, and then by 
diſcourſe to ſearch into the cauſes 
of them ? 

Firft, therefore there is no effe& 
perfecter then its principall. or totall 
caule, of whom 1ts perteCtion hath 
is dependance ; if therefore the 
tobreouſneſle and yerity of a Chri- 
ſan lite, winch ot.all ſorts of life 1s 
the moſt excellent , hath irs depen- 
ance of the Faith of Chriſt, it is 
ot poſſible, but that Faich mult be 
gue ; but if it be true, it follows that 
Chriſt is true God, and thar his Re- 
gion iS true , which the Chriſtians 
woteſle, 

Itisno lefſe impoſſible that that 
which 
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which is good , and true , hath its 
ſubſtantial dependance of that which 
1s evill and falſe ; forevill, asitis W a 
evill falſe, as it is falle, is a certain WM « 
nothing or a negation of the politive I© ty 


os : 
perteCtions of goodneſle and verity; 


row if the Faith of Chriſt ſhould 
be falſe, and the love of him vitious, 
certainly the perfection of a Chriſti» 
an life which is known to be ſo good, 
could not ſubſtantially depend on 
that Faithand loye which are cyil, 
as it 1sclear, 

Further , if the Faith of Chrill 
were falle , it woula be the greate! 
ef all crrours ; for to aim a mat 
crucified to be true God, if it were 
not true, were an extreme madueſle 
and folly ; how could the lite of 
Chriſtians therefore, it being molt 
perfe&t, (as I haye proved) proceed 
from ſo great an errour ? Seeing 
that the inſtitution of a well-order- 


ed life is derived from, and orounded 
in 


of Chriſtian Faith. 37 


n the framing a tight conceit and 
underſtanding of it;and all errour in 
affection and morall ations pro® 
ceed from its injuſtice,and difformi- 
ty with the rule of equity. 
| Morcover, the better any nature 
| MW orſubject is diſpoſed, the more is it 
, I facilitated for the receiving a more 
« WI perfect form ; bur the form and per- 
, Wl fecion of our underitanding is ve- 
n WW rity, and the diſpoſition for the re- 
| WW cxiving of yerity is a purity and fin- 
cerity of heart , and therefore the 
t MW more a man hath his mind undrofſed 
ao from the affetion of Creatures, the 
an WF more it is prepared tor the embracing 
raity. and rejecting that which 15 
fille; but I have proved , that there 
$0 diſpoſition more undrofled and 
purified , then that of a Chriſtian 
lfe; and therefore if the Chriſtian 
Faith were erroneous , none would 
more eaſily dilcern the deceit, then 


Chriſtians, Bur we behold the clean 
contrary : 
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contrary : for as they daily arriveto iſ { 
a moreeleyated degree of ſanity, W - 
the more conſtantly and undoubted- I n- 
ly they aſſeyerits integrity ; andas gi 
they grow more grounded in their W wi 
. Faith, their lives alto increale in pet= W ne: 
tection, whence it undoubtedly tfol- W mi 
lows, that their Faith is true, | 

Almighty God, as he is the fit My 
mover, and firſt caule of all things, Wir 
doth no lefle produceand caule mo- IM end 
tions in {pirituall things,chen he doth WE Gio 
in materiall and corporall, and con- Wif t| 
ſequently cauſes motions in our un- the 
derſtanding and will ; and no man 
muſt doubt, bur he affords the light 
of yerity at leaſt of things neceſ[ury 
to the ſalyation of realonable c.ea- 
tures. moreclearly to them who by 
their concurrence and {anctimony ot 
life become better dilpoled for it 
Now if virtuous and fincere Chri- MChrif 
{tians were erroneous in their Faith, 


they ſhould have no prerogative dc- 
fore 
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Gre the vitious and finfull, but as 
miſled and blinded with many enor- 
mious deceits and errours would be 
; Wl given over to a reprobate ſenſe, 
* W which is quite contrary to the good- 
- WH cefſeand preſent Providence of Al- 
* W nighty God. 

The end is the cauſe of the means 
R WM which are ordained for the gaining 
5, Wt; wherefore, thoſe that erre in the 
> W cod mult needs go aftray in the ele- 
{1 WW ion of the means to attain it : for 
i theend in praCticall things is as 
the principle and cauſe in things 
which are ſpeculative, ſceing there- 
fore that Chriſtians do nor erre in 
themeans which ſerye for the gain- 
ngthe end, (to wit) in the virtue of 
by Wiheir lives, but do farre excell all 
/ 0 others, it follows they erre nor in the 
; if, Wed : Bur all afſuredly confefſe 
br” {Chriſt to be their end ; for they one- 
tl, Wh irive to become moſt like unto 
be- Wim, and with all their endeayours 
lore aim 
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aim to enjoy him; therefore we muſt 
conclude that which they molt con- 
ſantly profeſſe, that Chriſt crucified I fe 
is true God, if 
The proceedings of Almighty WW wm 
God are alwayes ordinate, ordering W no 
things by his {vine Wildome, foas Wf ble 
thar he governs the inferiour things I Ge 
by the ſuperiour ; and hence he ub- IE inf 
ordinates nobler effeRts to noblr Ml virt 
cauſes, for all cauſes muſt be pei- 7 
feer then their effes ; now in hu- 
mane affairs there is nonobler effet 
then a Chriſtian life , which eonlc- 
quently muſt proceed from the molt 
noble cauſe ; now we lee this wholly 
to flow trom Chriſt , whom there- 
fore we muſt acknowledge to bethe 
molt perfect of allcaules. 
Secundary cauſes are the inſtru- 
ments of the primary or the firlt 
caule, a Chriſtian life therefore pro-| 
eccding from Chriſt as from tis 
caule, we mult confeſſe that Chril 


beins 
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being a man crucified is the inſtru - 
ment of producing this exceilent ef- 
fet of Chriſtian perfection ; now 
if Chriſt were not alſo God as he 
taught himſelf to be, there could be 
no man more wicked and execra- 
ble, and by this means Almighty 
Ged would uſe a moſt deteltable 
inſtrument for the production of a 
virtuous life , which is extremely 
abſurd. | 

The cauſe being the meaſure of 
the effect, by how much the perfe- 
ion of the efte& approaches nearer 
to the perfection of the cauſe, and 
becomes more like unto it, ſo much 
Kit nearer its compleat and full per- 
k&ion ; but we ſee the more like a 
man isto Chriſt Jeſus in his life, the 
more holy he becomes,and in a man- 
ter Divine, which were not poſlible, 
Wieſe he both were true God, and 
vs Faith molt intirely true, 
\We know cauſes by their effects, 
as 


40 The Verity 


aim to enjoy him; therefore we muſt | þ 
conclude that which they molt con-  n 
ſtantly profeſſe, that Chrilt crucified IF & 
is true God. if 


The proceedings of Almighty WW ta 
God are alwayes ordinate, ordering WW no 
things by his divine Wiſdome, ſos I ble 
thar he governs the inferiour things WM Ge 
by the ſuperiour ; and hence he ſub- I inf 
ordinates nobler effeRts to noblcr Ml virt 
cauſes, for all cauſes muſt be pe- 
feRer then their effeAs ; now in hu- 
mane affairs there is no nobler effec 
then a Chriſtian life , which eonle- Þ 
quently muſt proceed from the molt 
noble cauſe ; now we fee this wholly 
to low trom Chriſt , whom there 
fore we muſt acknowledge to beth: 
molt perfect of allcaules, 

Secundary cauſes are the inſ{tw- 
ments of the primary or the firlt 
caule, a Chriſtian life therefore pro-| 
&ccding from Chriſt as from tis 
caule, we mult confeſie that oe 

1ns 
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being a man crucified is the inſtru - 
ment of producing this exceilent ef- 
fe of Chriſtian perfection ; now 
if Chriſt were not alto God as he 
taught himſelf to be, there could be 
no man more wicked and execra- 
ble, and by this means Almighty 
Ged would uſe a moſt dete{table 
nftument for the production of a 
virtuous life , which is extremely 
abſurd. : 

The cauſe being the meaſure of 
the eftect, by how much the perfe- 
© Qion of the efte& approaches nearer 
to the perfection of the cauſe, and 
becomes more like unto it, ſo much 
$it nearer its compleat and full per- 
k&ion ; but we ſee the more like a 
man is to Chriſt Jeſus in his life, the 
more holy he becomes,and in a man- 
ter Divine, which were nor poſſible, 
-Winlefſe he both were true God, and 
ws Faith molt intirely true. 

\We know caules by their effects, 
as 
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as we experience in medicines by 
their ſucceſſe ; ſeeing therefore thar 
Philoſophers leave behinde them 
unto poſterity the rules of a virtuous 
lite, and yer very few of them have 
attained unto any conſiderable de- 
oree of pertection, notwithſtanding 
orcat endeayours done to that etfect; 
nay In the great abundance of the 
molt excellent of them, none aimott, 
without the direction of Chriſtian 
Faith, have been able to effect any 
thing ; which yet we lee in that ſhort 
time, andexactly ro be brought: to 
paſſe by Chriſtian Diſcipline in the 
congregation of the faithtull in eyery 
ſex and age : and the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe in deed there is no comparilon 
between Philotophicall documents 
and the rules of Chriſtian life , nei- 
ther for Morality nor Religion, 
For what is more admirable, then 
that a moſt lewd and wicked man 
(as we are taught. by daily examples 

ot 
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of all ages) as ſoon as ke hath truly 
converted himlelf unto Chriſt cru- 
afied, becomes a new man, of proud 
and envious, humble and courteous ; 
of covetous and tordid, liberall and 
bountifull ; of lewd and luxurious, 
becomes continent and chaſte,and as 
it were, with the principles of his 
Faith ſucks in the relpective anti- 
dotes for his particular vices, and 
with a manifold intereſt recompen- 
cesand repayes the debts of his for- 
mer yices ; which neyer any lect of 
Philolophers hath attained unto : 
whence it neceſſarily follows, that 
Chriſt is the principall or inſtru» 
mentall cauſe of it, and a medicine 
which reſtores all morality and 
produces a molt perfect lite in his 
hithfull, 
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That Chriſtian Dottrine cont aining 
the Grounds of Faith is from 


Ged. 


He reading, hearing, and con- 

templaticn of holy Scripture is 
the caule of Chriſtian perfection, 
and the ſubſtance of our Religion ; 
for the verity of Scripture is the ob- 
ject of Faith, and therefore the ar- 
ouments of Faith are thoſe which ate 
drawn out of holy Scriptures. 

We know that in the underſtand- 
ing of man there is no determinate 
knowledge of future contingencies, 
of which wecan frame no acis nor 
{cience, which made the moſt famous 
and learned of all Philolophers con- 
clude,that men could haye no know- 
ledge of future things ſubjett to 
chance; and to have it was prope! 
onely to Almighty God, who being 

eternal, 
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etcrnall, comprehends in his eternity 
all things, the which are clearly laid 
open to his underſtanding, and ofthe 
which men cannot arrive unto the 
knowledge unlefſe they be revealed 
unto them by Almighty God : lee- 
ing therefore that the holy Scripture 
almoſt eyery where , but chiefh in 
the Old Teſtament , doth foretell 
ſurure contingencies , which depend 
on mens free-will, not onely in gene- 
rall terms, but moſt exactly intend- 
ing unto particulars , and that not 
thoſe of one, ten, a hundred, or a 
thouſand years . but hath foretold 
thole of two, three, and four thou» 
land years 3 and not onely thoſe 


WW oe 


nor W which befell unto the Jews, and 
10s WF thoſe which were to be done b 

con” WI Chriſt his Spouſe the Church : bur 
0" 25 it were foretold all the prcperities 
t 0 and adyerfities which ſhould hap- 
op pen to almoſt all Nations : as. the 
a Aflyrians, Chaldeans , Perfians, 


2 Medes, 


— 
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Medes Greeks, Romans, and the 
reſt;and that juſt as it was foretold.ic Ml n 
molt exactly came to paſſe ; wemuſt WY v 
neceſſarily confefle that the Scri- I tt 
ptures came from God, and were ll t! 
not written by the induſtry and wit I !o 
of men, and therefore thoſe which Wl th 
as yet remain to be fulfilled , areto WY br 
be held molt infallible ; as proceed- Il pt 
ing from the ſame Spirit who forc- I de 
told thole others, which have ſo ad- W mc 
mirably beyond all imagination been Ill Ol 
accompliſhed. And hence we clear- M 
ly gather, that Almighty God hath tho 
a moſt ſpeciall care of men, and ex- iſ ed 
erciſes his divine Proyidence about Ml pol 
humane affairs. 

The foreſceing then of future con- 
tingencies appertaining onely to Al- 
mighty (30d, humane induſtry and 
lagacity cannot {0 order and dilpole 
ſuch combination of aftairs, as the 
heroicall enterprizes and warlike ex- 


ploits of famous men, but oftentimes 
ds 
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do beyond all expeRation light on 
wy a6 -01s,þ and —_ c- 
yents. God onely therefore can de- 
termine theſe actions of men lo that 
they may be ſigns of whar is to fol+ 
lowin future ages ; but we fee how 
thole' things which are already 
brought to paſle in the new Scri- 
pture, or ſhall hereafter follow, are 
deciphered and delineated under 
noſt proper types and figures in the 
01d Teſtameat. 

Nor can it rationally be taid that 
thoſe interpretations are vainly rai- 
ſed or feigned by Chriſtians, or com- 
poſed wichout ground, becaule in fo 
Neat 2 yaricty of things and times,in 
lomanifold a compolition of words, 
ad in fo great a diyerlity of Au- 
thours a, lacred Writers , there 
could not be ſo exact an uniformity 
of the Old Law with the New. un- 
eſſe ſome underſtanding and divine 
Providence had framed a correlpon- 


C 3 dence 
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dence of things which were to hap- 
pen in their due times : nor can it be 
faid thatit was done by chance, for 
there cannot be found the leaſt thing 
which is diſſonant, imperrinent, or 
diſcompoled, bur every thing with 
an equall tenour and moſt {weer hat- 
mony makes up the concord ; {0 
that that which is obicurely toucht 
in one place, in another is found ma- 
niteſt, to as the whole Scripture may 
ſeem to explicate ir ſelf ; this if it 
be unknown to thoſe which ate 
ignorant of holy Scriptures it is farte 
otherwife with thoſe who have cn- 
riched their underſtandings with the 
ereaſures gathered out of the molt 
ſincere fountain of Verity : if thete- 
fore they deſire ro know the truth, 
let chem with piety , humility and 
purity ſea:ch into the ſame fountain 
of holy Scriptures, and queſtionleſic 
they will be of our opinion, 
Wherefore Allegoricall Expoli- 


(10N 


— 


o 
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tien agrees onely-to holy Scripture, 
becaule this alone is that which hath 
deſcended from Almighty God, as 
he exercited his all-tecing and cele- 
ſhall Wiſdome. | call an Allegory 
not the fabulous Interpretations Po- 
ets uſe, (and we allo do expound 
Parables without an Allegory) nor 
a parabolicall and literall tenſe, 
which we uſe, when in a fable or pa* 
rable , we donot intend to fignifie 
that which is couched under the bare 
notion of the words, bur onely that 
which is raiſed in our conceits by 
thole words.and hath a further ſenſe, 
But an Allegoricall ſenſe we call 
that which contains three things : 
firft, that withour all fiction accord= 
ingto the proper fignification of the 
words, the hiltory both concerning 
the words, ations, and relations be 
plainly and ſincerely recounted. Se- 
condly , that there be tome future 
ning fignified by that thing which 
C 4 | is- 


'50 ' The Verity 
is done at preſent. Thirdly , that 
thoſe things which are done, be {6 


fitly diſpoled and ordered, that 


' When they are put in execution.there 


appearin them an infinuation of their 
ſuture correlatives : whence it is 
manileſ{t, that no created induſtry 
could cycr couch ſuch a confirmati- 
on of things in this 1cn!e bur one'y 
the divine Providence, which had 
an infall;bility of all future con- 
TINSEnCIEs., 

Allo the manner of ſpecch ard 
context of holy Scripture is ſo fin- 
ular , that it could not haye been 
ulcd by any the molt excellent and 
$kiltull ot all Chriſtians , although 
they were moſt exerciled in all kind 
of knowledge ; for this manner of 
order and expreſſion was onely grat- 
te unto then. unto whom the jioly 
Ghoſt vouchlafed to dictate and in- 
ſpire it, becauſe , alchough there in- 
terceded leycrall diſtances of times 
berween 
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between thole Hagiographers or ho» 
ly Writers , and allo ſome of them 
uled more elegance of writing ; yer 
the ſubſtance of the expreſſion was 
alwayes the ſame inall, which is a 
manife(t fagn that it was not Hu- 
mane, but Divine. 

The ſame is alſo approyed by the 
eftets, by which we gather the 
yinue of the cauſe ; for as have 
already ſhewed both in this book, 
and in another of the ſim licity of 
a Chriſtian life)there is nonobler ef- 
ke then a Chriſtian lite, which can» 
not proceed out of any inferiour and 
created cauſe , but onely from the 
free gift and liberall hand of Al- 
mighty God, ſeeing therefore that 
that Do&rine is the chief inſt:ument 
of a Chriſtian life in which the whole 
form of Chciſtian Religion doth 
confilt , it clearly appears, that rhe 
lame, and eyen the manner of {peech 
could not be Humane bur Diyine z 

C x for 
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for experience teaches, that humane 
kaming little avarW# mankind to a 
happy and bleſſed: life , becauſe be- 
fore this light appeared to the 
world, it was wholly drowned in a 
dark night of vices and confuſion ; 
but after the rayes of Apoſtolicall 
Doctrine dif played themſelves, and 
the found of Evangelicall Preach- 
ers was heard, all thoſe clouds and 
miſts-were diſperſt, and the minds | 
of men repleniſhed with thoſe beams | 
became reſplendent with a molt ſhi- 
ning ſerenity of truth and virtue. 

y 

b 


But in caſe that ſome ſhould de- 
gy things ſo Jong fince paſt, I will 
zelate ſome domeſticall examples of 
my own experience ; for I have cx b 
perienced that men haye been by this 
divine Doctrine and the manner of 
it,more luminated, delighted, and 
conyerted,then by any other;wherc- 
fore fince the Preachers of our times 
neglecting this ſacred Doctrine, have 
betaken 
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betaken themſelves to Philolophical 
proportions and Rhetoricall orna» 
ments, they have proficed their Au- 
ditours very little, or nothing at all; 
whereas heretofore making uſt in 
their Sermons of a plain manner of 
ſpeech, and content onely with the 
inftuRtion and textuall frequence of 
holy Scripture, they have wonder- 
fully inflam'd the minds of their 
hearers, who were fo mutually de- 
lighted, that both in proſperity and 
adyerſity they did exprefle their ju- 
bilee of mind , whence they were 
wonderfully Ritr'd up to leade molt 
bleſſed and yirtuous lives. 

[call God to witnefle that I have 
been oftentimes preaching - unto the 
people, when I have made digreff1- 
oisto prove the profundity of the 
lacred Text unto the wits of this age; 
tothe learnedgr fort by Philolophi- 
call ſubrilties, and humanelearning : 
| haye plainly perceived out of a 
CCts 
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certain impatience and averſion of 
my Auditory very little attention in | 
them ; and this not onely of the II | 
mo! e ignorant. buteyen of the learn- Iſl | 
ed fort : but as ſoon as I turned my . 
ſelf again unto che Majelty of 1a- 
cred Writ, either in the Interpreta- y 
tion of diyers ſenles, or in the relati- © 
on of the hiftorics , I have ſeen an 
admirable attention in every one.all n 
fixing their eyes upon me as if they MW (i 
had not been living creatures, but W 
meer ſtatues. ( 
Yea, I have experienced, that th 
when omitting other queſtions I WW th 
have inſiſted upon the Expoſition of W w 
faced Scripture my Auditory hath IM fiu 
been ſo delighted, fo illuſtrated, and W wi 
verity appearing. ſo touched to the 
quick by Divineinfluence, that they 
have immediately reform'd their 
lives, infomuch. that being delighted 
with no other reading, or hearing 
any other thing, renou..cing all ter- 
rene 
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rene delights and appetites, and ftir- 
ring themſelves ,up daily mo-e and 
more, they have liyed lives more di- 
vine then humane. And what I 
| now affirm happen'd farre more fre- 
uently in thoſe Primitive Ages, 
when Chriſhan Religion was but 
- newly planted. 
n This is that Do&rine which is 
I more piercing then the two-edged 
y WM ford; which imbeliſhed the whole 
It with virtues;which defaced the wor- 
ſhipof the devils, and demoliſhed 
the profane Oracles of their Idols ; 
this is that which hath dilperled a 
world of errours, and hath been fo 
fruitfull of all forts of wonders as I 
wilkhereafter declare. 

Our underſtanding the more pu- 
ried it is, the more capable it is of 
Verity ; and hence it is that ſo man 
molt excellent and eleyated wits, 
hayenot onely excolled the praiſcs 
« this Doctrine by their writings, 
but 
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but giving teſtimony of it by their 
preaching, life, and manners, haye 
not doubted to ſpend their livesin 
its defence , which certainly the 
would no way have done, had the 
not ſeen almoſt a ſenſible and ocular 
eyidence of its verity. 

Further, truth gives teſtimony of 
truth, and falſity is the cauſe of di- 
viſion ; other diſciplines, arts, and 
faculties are not contrary, but as (er- 
vants unto this ; whence mot lezrn- 
ed and $kilftull DoRours , who ate 
molt yerſed and exerciſed in all Sc- 
ences, do molt conſtantly maintain, 
that there is no part of Philolophy 
which is repugnant or inconfiſtant, 
nay, which is not moſt fitly cohe 
rent with it ; and therefore it is per- 
mitted all Chriſtians to-imploy their 
indeavours.in the gaining of all Sci- 
ences, Which would no way be tole- 
rated, if it were detrimentary-unto 
the Catholique Faith : there ate 


onely 
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onely ſome tew ſubje&t to ſuperltiti- 
on, which are forbidden , as that of 
Divination, being no lefſe pernici- 
ous then unprofitable ; which by the 
karned(t, even of the. Philotophers, 
are hifſed at, derided, and ws en 
ed, asnot to be accounted amongſt 
e WM the Arts. and Sciences.. Andif at 
. WW znytimethere appearany contradi- 
| MW ion berween. Philolophicall and 
G Chriſtian Principles, they are fo ap-- 
parantly reconciled by our Do- 
cours, that it clearly appears, that 
all Philofophy is but the tervantand 
hand-maid of the ſacred Doctrine ; 
for the eafie diflolving of objeCtions 
isthe certain ſign of Verity. 

It is the nature of Verity, that the 
r- MW moteit is impugned, the more (if ir 
eir IM havea fir champion) is it brought 
ci» I fo light, becaule our underſtanding 
le- Wl having Verity for its obje&t, is na- 
ito I wvrally inclined unto it,as to its pro- 
are I per perfection, and where the more 
ely it 


' remain'd unconquer'd. 
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it ſhines , with greater delight ic ig 
embraced ; but then Verity appear 
molt, when it 1s molt ſharply ims 
pugned, becaule in the very dilcufſi- 
on and conflict of diſpuration it 
manifeſts it ſelf, Seeing therefore 
that Chriſtian DoQtine having been 
lo vehemently impugned by to ma- 
ny Philoſophers and Tyrants, hath 
las remained invincible and 
victorious , which the infinite yo- 
lumns of Chriſtians teltifie,ir is con- 
ſequent that its truth proceeded 
from Almighty God ; atherwile in 
ſo many conflicts it had not fo long 


Cu 4y:.1E 


Chriſtian Faith proved true out of 


their uſe of Prayer and Con- | 


templation. 


S Faith, and the reading holy 
A: 


criptures, Auſcultation and 
Medi- 
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Meditation is the principall cauſe 
of a Chriſtian life , fo Prayer is its 
principall nouriſhment where it hath 
. its growth and perfection : for by 
t long experience we have tound in 
| our Religion , that all thoſe who 
profit in our Religion, and have ar- 
rived to the higheſt degrees of 1an- 
Qty, have attained it by frequent 
and continuall Prayer ; and we have 
obleryed, that they haye taken ſuch 
oult and complacence in it. that they 
hayedelpited all other humane de- 
in WM lights as vile, abject, and unworthy 
no WM ofthem. Nor doth this happen one- 


ly to the moſt eminent and learned ' 


fort of thoſe which fAlouriſh in tan- 
Qty. bur ut is commonly found in 

of WI ie imple and ignorant , as well 
men 2S wornen, and even 1n all thote 

E who have learned to leade a Chrilti- 
an life. By chis effect therefore we 


oly WW may prove the Verity of ouc 
and WI Faith, 


Almighty 
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Almighty God being a pureAQ, 
the lrfiVerity and an A. Light, 
the ncarer a man makcs his approach 
unto him, the more abundartly doth 
he partake this Purity, Verity, and 
Light ; But man doth not make his 
approach unto Almighty God by 
corporall paces , but by the purity 
of life, eleyation of mind, and con- 
templation of Verity : Seeing there- 
fore that there can be no life more 
candid and more fincere , then that 
of Chriſtians ; and that then the 
mind of man-is moſt pure, when it 
15 wrapt up in a ſoaring and exta- 
ticall contemplation of the Divine 
erfeCtions, it follows, that man 1s 
molt pofleſied of this Verity and 
Light, as he is in the very act of 
prayer and contemplation : and {cc- 
ing that we find by experience, chat 
| Chriſtians as they encreale in the 
feryour of Deyorion and frequeicy 


of Prayer, are more and more con- 
firmed 
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firmed in their Faith, and inflamed 
with the loye of Chriſt. and profic 
in virtue, we mult conteſſe that the 
Faith, Verity, and Light of Chri- 
flian Religion is Divine, Our un- 
derſtanding afteCing Verity as its 
proper perfe&ion , and abhorring 
Falfity as its greateſt enemy ; man is 
nnothing ſo dilpoſed for the enter- 
nining of Verity and rejecting of 
contraries as in the yery act of Pray- 
rand Contemplation ; by whichthe 
doth molt ltedfaltly and ardently 
embrace the documents of Faith, 
which therefore cannot be erro- 
neous. E 
Moreovec, all Chriſtians in their 
Prayers to Almighty God, do be- 
leech him to grantthart for the which 
they pray. by the merits of Chrilt ; 
lorin the end of every prayer they 
molt commonly adde tome tuch 
torm , Throngh Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord : or , Through (hriſt our 
Lord, 
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Lord, and yet they obtain admira- 
ble and incredible graces from him, 
which if any ſhould not believe,yet 
certainly they mult grant that which 
by daily experience is manifeſt, that 
they obtain that which they princi- 
pally {eek after , the righteoulneſſe 
of a virtuous life, the quiet and joy- 
fulneſſe of mind ; ſo as they preferre 
the pious tears of Deyotion farre 
before any delights and pleaſures of 
the world. Now certainly if Chriſt 
were not he whom our Faith pro- 
claims him to be , they could not in 
ſo great a ſerenity of mind , and at 
ſo near a diſtance of ſo great a light 


; &_— 
be environed and buried in lo ercat 


Tdarknefſe ; nor would Almighty 
God permit thein to be fo grolly 
deceived , or at leaſt, if they were 
obſtinate in an errour, he would not 

orant their peritions. 
Again, every cauſe diſpoſing its 
matter for the producing its effect, 
alter 
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after it hath introduced its laſt di(- 


fition , immediately produces it, 
nor would it- diſpoſe the matter un- 
lefle it meant to introduce the form; 
nor any caule of motion would pro- 
duce it, if it intended not ſome end 
of the motion produced ; buta juſt 
man eunleſſe he were invited and 


: drawn on by Almighty God, who 
c isthe firſt cauſe of all things, could 
f not eleyate his mind unto him by 


prayer. Blifle therefore being the 
end of praycr and a virtuous life, 


n Almighty God would not induce 
at man unto thole means of prayer and 
it virtue, unlefle he intended to make 


at WW him finally blefled. IF therefore 
ty I Chriſtians making progrefſe in vir- 
ly WW tweand prayers become more groun- 
re ded and tecttled in their Faith and 
ot WW Contemplation of Chriſt.cheir Faich 
| cannot be but from Almighty God, 
's Wy which he leades mea unto 
&, Wl bliſe. 


Every 


_—— - 
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Every caule grants(as I may ſay) 
untoits eftect what it asks ; the c&- 
ſect asks of its caule its due and 
proper perfeCtions, which then itis 
{aid to exact, when it is rightly Gil 
poſed : for then the caute, if not 
otherwiſe hindred , delaies not the 
execution of the effect, infuting that | 
quantity of perfection into it. which | 
the degree of diſpoſition dothexact; WM « 
which immediate execution pro- 
cceds out of its facility and good- t 
neſſe. which of its nature is deti:ous n 
to communicate it ſelf, Almighty WW 2 
God therefore being the molt fove- Il if 
rcign good, queltionleſſe will more WM F 
then other cauſes which have not lo Ml be 
great goodneſſe grant the perurions i th 
ro this effc&t . eſpecially unto thole MF dc 
which are beſt difpoted for che 1e- I in 


ceiving his favours as are Chriſtians, WE 'gr 
chictiy when they ate in the act of I 0 
Prayer and Contemplation ; but tha 
Chriltions ask nothing more then the JW att 


ljoht 
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light of truth, according to that of 
the Plalmiſt , 7//wmina oculos meos 
Pr UWnquam obdormiam in morte : 
Enlighten my eyes that I never fleep 
n death. And therefore Almighty 


t | Godnever denies them their requeſt; 
N but Chrittians the more they pray, 
t [MW the more they areconfirmed in their 
h Faith, therefore this our diſcourle is 
t; of greater force. 


Further. if Chriſt were not God, 
to profeſle himlelf to would be the 


us WW moſt tupreme degree of blaſphemy 
ty and deteſtation that could be. Now 
ic- I if Chriſtians do pray to God the 
"re Father through Chrilt, whom they 
-{o Wl believe to be of the fame nature with 
ons I the Father and the holy Gheſt,how 
ole MW doth Almighty God permit them 
ie- I 0 fogreat an errour ariſing out of 
ans: Ml ignorance and (1mplicity, and doth 
t of IM rot draw them out of it . knowing 
but I that they ferye him with their whole 
\ che Ml afietion, and humbly beg of him 


the 
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the knowledge of truth ? or if their 
obſtinacy be in fault, why doth he 
leave ſo great a wickedneſſe and 
treaſon againlt his Divine Majeſty 
unrevenged ? or why doth he (as 
we ſee him) favour this errour and 
impiety ? whilſt beltowing lo many 
and great gifts on them he queſtion- 
lefſe grants them that which they 
1Sk at his hands. 

Our toul (as I haye faid) doth 
chiefly delight in Verity , and is di- 
ſturbed, perplexed, and confounded 
with Falfity, in which it cantakeno 
reſt ; if therefore the Faith of Chrilt 
were falſe. there would be no impor 
ure ſo abiurd ard peſtilent as it; 
for how ſhould innumerable men, 
clpecially juſt and wiſe-men, ſo im- 

loy themlelves in the contemplatr 
on of Chriſt cucified , rhat tor this 
alone they ſhould deſpiſe all humane 
affairs. and ſhould nor onely molt 
willingly tuffer want of ſuſtenance, 
labous, 
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[abours, heats and cold; contume=- 


he I lies, threats, buffers, priſons, and 
nd | moſt cruel racks, and torments, nay, 
{ly death it ſelf, but if they be without 
(a; i <bem, do wiſh to undergo ther 
and I exuly we may ſay, the finger of God 
any 1s here. 
ras CHAP, X, 

The ſame Verity proved ont of the 
= exterior worſhip of Chriſtians. 
S QI” 
ded | Have now ſhewed out of the 
ce no If S principall caule of Chriſtian life, 
"if co wit , che reading of holy Scri- 
por I prures and exerciſe of Prayer , by 
$ it; { which it is concetyed; nouriſhed, in- 
men, ccaled. and perfected, that our Re- 
9 im-M gion is true and-yoid of all falfity 
platt aid deceit , which are the interiout 
ir this} cules of 1c, Now I will briefly run 
wmaneWover the externall cautes. which ſerye 
__ inſtruments and propsof the. ja- 
nance, W'ernall, to wit, the Sacraments and 


D Cere- 


bouis, 
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Ceremonies inſtitured in order to 
them, all which appertain unto the 
exteriour worſhip of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; and that I may not ſpend 
time about every one in particular, 
I will treat of them altogether , as 
the different members of one and the 
lame body. For all facramenral| 
Ceremonies, and eyen the other $a- 
craments having a reference untothe 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt , they 
"_— rightly flyled one thing. 
rom this externall worſhip, if 
it be rightly obſerved. we ce that 
Chriſtians gain great improyemenc 
in their Deyotion and Sanctity, for 
we lee by daily experience eyen from 
the beginning of our Religion, to 
thele yery times by the records, at- 
teſtation, and examples both of the 
Primitive and Modern Fathers,that 
thoſe which piouſly and exactly 
practiſe this exteriour worſhip. and 
dooften adminifter or receive thoſe 
$2cra» 
yz 
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Sacraments and divine Myſteries, 
or do take upon them ſome one, 


which before they had not , do in- . 
creaſe in perfection , and become 
daily more divine by their admira- 
ble ſanctity ; and thoſe on the con- 
trary Which do in a cuſtomary way, 
without Faith and Religion tamili- 
arly and- accuſtomarily frequent 
them, become the worlt of all men; 
which moſt plainly appears (to omit 
the examples of antiquity ) in the 
Prieſts and Clergy of our times, 
then whom , if good, none better; 
but if evill , none are found more 
wicked and pernicious. For the 
ood, as yoid of all aftetion to 
temporall things, onely infiſt in the 
worſhip of Almighty God, for 
whoſe ke and Faith they doubt 


not to ſpend their lives ; thoſe which 
are bad are fo exceſſive in their im- 
picties, ſo puft up with pride, envy, 
ayarice, and fo overwhelmcd with 
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all 
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all vices, that as altogether loſt, and 
which is worſt of all , they know 
not how to think of amendment, 
and then chiefly, when by admoni- 
tion, reprehenſhon, exhoitation, and 
good examples, by which ochers are 
wont to enter into themſelyes, they 
become more harſh, refractory and 
intractable. Thele things being fo 
and as preſent before our eyes, being 
no way-refragable, we mult zek the 
reaſon why two ſuch contrary effects 

roceed from the ſame Ceremonies 
of the ſame Sacraments. Now itis 
not repugnant to Philoſophy that 
two contrary effects procced from 
one and the ſame caule, if the mat- 
ters ſubjected have. contrary dilpo- 
fitions ; for the earth by the beams 
and heat of the ſunne of loft becomes 
hard, and ice by the fame of hard 
is difſolyed into a Jiquid humour, 
A tree, whilſt it ſtands rooted in the 
earth , by influence of the Planets 


bringeth 
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bringeth forth bloſſomes and fruit» 
and by'the ſame influence when it iS 
rooted'up,it withers : and truly thoſe 
effets being ſo oppoſite, that the 
one is moſt excellent in thoſe which 
perform thoſe ſacred Myfteries (as 
(I have ſaid) with due veneration ; 
the other moſt pernicious in thoſe 
| which do abule them, they cannot 
proceed from any vain or falle cauſe; 
&this not appearing ſo in men of any 
other Religion, there can be no other 
reaſon of it given, bur their different 
and contrary worſhip of Almighty 
God; for if the exteriour worſhip of 
Chriſtian Religion did not depend 
of God himſelt, and did not contain 
18 it ſelf that divine Virtue and Ve- 
rity in ſuch a manner as inſtruments 
docontain the yirtue of their prin- 
cipall cauſe, they would no way be 
able to produce, increaſe, and con » 
lummate the moſt excellent efte&t 
of Chriſtian ſanRity. This exteri- 
3 our 
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our worſhip cannot produce this ef- 
fect of its own proper force, becaule 
Chriſtian life being wholly ſpiritu- 
all.and conſiſting in the intelleCtuall 
part of man,cannot ſubRantially pro- 
ceed from corporall inftruments: 
for what can Baptiſme. the anoint- 
jng with oil and balm, the ule of in- 
cenſe , the oblation of Bread and 
Wine, the Altars , and other ſuch 
extrinlecall chings of their own vir- 
tue, conducc to the perfection of the 
foul , unlefſe they were the inftru- 
ments of ſome ſuperiour caule ? For 
if thele were introduced for a ſuper- 
ſtitious worſhip by any humane in- 
vention. or diabolicall impoſture, a 
life ſo holy would never proceed 
from {o wicked and yain illuſions. 
But ſome may object that this 
worſhip is not the caule of pertecti- 
on, but rather the exerciſe of virtues 
and credulity of men, by which they 
believe 1t. to be diyine : for the good 
ſtriving 
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ftriving daily by their virtues to roor 
out their vices, do cyery day more 
then other grow perte& by thoſe 
exerciſes, But wenow ſeek the rea- 
lon why others who are ſtudions in 
the diſciplines of virwe and mora- 
lity, who either do not make uſe of 
thele Sacraments, or do a long time 
refrain from the uſe of them , do 
ſwerye lo farre from the integrity 
they aim at ? Truly, if this worthip 
were unprofitable or falſe, the more 
one ſhould recede from it and caſt it 
away, the more he would profit in 


the exerciſe of morall yirtues.:. 


Prieſts alſo by deriding and con- 
temning it would not grow more 
victous., but more virtuous ., the 
contrary -of which daily experience 
teacheth. 

Moreover, Almighty God being 
the lupreme Verity, the more one is 
lluminated by him , the nearer he 
approaches unto him ; but the more 

| 4 a man 
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a man is involyed with falſity and 
errours, the farther he becomes di- 
ſtant from him : Now we know 
that thole, who with Piety and 
Religion do frequent thoſe mylte- 
ries, are ſo yebemently delighted 
with this Divine Worſhip, that of- 
tentimes 1apt out of themlelyes with 
the aſtoniſhment of their corporal 
part they remain imnioyeable, and 
their faces calting forth reſplendent 

es of ſanQity make them noleſl: 
amiable then venerable ; which 
though it happen'd ofiner in the 
Primxive Ages (as we reade) ther 
now-adayes it doth, yet there atc 
not wanting thole whom we know, 
which enjoy thoſe priviledges , and 
thele not onely of the learneder fort, 
but of the ſimple and yulgar pcople, 
W hence therefore is this kind of cx: 
tafie ? whence this abſorpt and plete 
fant contemplation ? whence this 
feryour of a ſpirit inflamed ? tho 
ſcalding 
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ſalding lights, and ſweet ſhowers of 


deyout tears ? whence this ineffable 
jubilee of the Church melodiouſly 
rejoycing in her Hymns and Canti- 
cles? Truly , unleffe this worſhip 
were from God , and conſequently 


| true, there would be no where found 


ſo many dreams and lyes, it bein 

wholly in a manner compacted © 

Types and myſterious Figures. For 
what ever is contained in the Myſte- 
ries, Sacraments, - Temples, Altars, 
Myrtres, Veſtments, in all the world 
of Ceremoniall Rites, in the modu- 
lation of Hymns, and in the reſt of 
the ſpirituall appurtenances would 
be a meer vanity and labour loft; all 
which, neverthelefſe, are inſtituted 
for the worſhip of Chriſt, If there- 
forethis worſhip were ſuſtained by 
the means of falfities, men, at leaft 
the wiſer and more per{picacious 
Wits, would not out of the medita- 
tion of thoſe Sacraments be fo won=- 
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derfully eleyated to the contempla- 
tion of Divine objeRts , nor reple- 
niſhed with ſo great and celeſtiall 
delight ; for the underſtanding (as 1 
have ſaid) by falfities becomes more 
uncertain and dull, and at a greater 
diſtance from Almighty God; 
wherefore out of the contrary effec, 
we gather that this. worſhip is true, 
and repleniſhed with Divine graces 
and fayours. 

The order alſo and fignification 
of the things which are performed 
in the Church, ſhew clearly that iris 
no humane inyention but a divine 
diſpoſition ; for there is nothiog in 
this worſhip irrational.nothing vain, 
but every thing hath its order and 
proper myſtery , of which I ſhall 
Rot now ſpeak in particular,alchough 
in the third book I ſhall touch ſome, 
as the neceſſity of the ſubject will 
require, If any one defires more 


fully to be ſatisfied of this Verity, 
let 
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let him reyolye the explanations of 
the Fathers, where ſeriouſly weigh- 
ingeyery one in particular, he ſhall 
| never be fatiated with admiration, 
| to find intheſe Ceremonies no lefle 
{ orderand harmony then in the uni- 
| yerſall work of Nature, and ſhall 
receive molt excellent contentment 
and dilatation of heart ; and if he be 
not of a peryerſe and obſtinate con» 
dition, and haye a mind wholly 
darkned, he ſhall be forced to con- 
fefſe, that all thoſe things are from 
God, and not inyented and inſtitu- 
ted by men. 


Cuna?, XI, 


The ſame Verity proved out of the 
intrinſecall effetts of Chriſtias 


life. 


Haye hitherto proved to the pow- 
xr of my a'ean ability the Verity 
o& Chriftan Faith by Arguments 


dra'nn 
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drawn out of both the internall and 
externall cauſes of a Chriſtian life, 
now therefore [ judge it fit to prove 
the ſame by deſcending to the el- 
fects of it ; one of the principal! 
effects, and immediately ſubſequent 
in that is, the peace and quiet of 
mind, the joy nd her of the ſoul: 
for beſides thoſe examples which we 
readeand hear of our Authours and 
Predeceſſours, it is _ {een in our 


| 
age, that true Chriſtians are not mo- Il | 
ved by the bruſhes and ſtorms of WF | 

c 


perſecution , but do perſcyere more 
1immoveable in the Faith and Con- 
feſlion of Chriſt then before, and MI ( 
even glory in their tribulations and i « 
tufferings ; we areto ſearchthercloe 
whence thele effets proceed , and 
how it happens that the more they 
follow Chriſt in the perteCtion 
their lives. they attain unto the 
greater liberty and ſerenity 0 


mind, 
Chriſt 
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Chriſtians themſelves affirm this 
tobe the reaſon of it, becauſe (lay 
they) this blifle of man confilting 
onely in our knowledge and con- 
templation of Divine objeRs, it is 
manifeſt thatthe deſire and appetite 
of man cannot be bounded or limit- 
ed by any ultimate and laſt end, 
which is not God himſelf: The qui- 
et (theretore) and peace of mind that 
Chriſtians pofſefie cannot proceed 
from any other thing, then that the 
have prefixt unto themſelves that af 
end which of all others is the true 
one ; whence if you ſhould ask all 
Chriſtians, what was their ſupreme 
end to Which they aim at, queltion- 
lels all would anſwer,thac it was Al- 
mighty God ; and therefore eſteem- 
ing all worldly things as nothing in 
compariſon of God, and ho ping af- 
ter their tranſitory life to obtain and 
enjoy him, they contemne and {er 
at naught whateyer the world con- 

tains, 
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tains. Hence it.js, that being bereft 
and deſpoil'd oftheir worldly goods, 
they are not contriltated;when care- 
lefle of their lives, they offer them- 
ſelyes todeath , that they may ob- 
tain Almighty God, their onely and 
ſupreme good : and as God is eyery 
where by his Eflence, Preſence, and 
Power, fois kein them allo parti- 
cularly by love. avd contemplation 
as the thing beloyed is faid to bein 
the party that loves. Now when | 
the thing beloved is prefent , the W' 
mind ot him that loves is delighted, Ii © 
and rejoyceth ; and therefore Chri- i © 
ſtians who live virtuouſly are ex- 
tremely delighted with the prelence W* 
of Almighty God , whom they in- : 
ternally do perceiye as preſent. And d 
becauſe God is an infinite Power, 
when. they experience his tayours, 
{lighting all other things, they fear 
nothing ; and in this manner being 
armed with great liberty and conh- 
dence, 
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dence, they are not drawn from their 
purpoles and reſolyes neither by fair 
means, nor by any terrours whatſo- 
ever. Buta man not being able by 
his naturall forces by reaſon of the 
f ſenſuall impediments and weaknefle 
| of his underſtanding to arrive unto 
\ this ſerenity and liberty of mind, we 
: mult neceſſarily (lay they) confefle 
that this tranquillity and peace of 
mind is beſtowed upon us as a moſt 
ſuperaturall and divine gift , by 
M viue of which Almighty God and 
T 1 Wo! eternall blifle is daily before 
wy qur &yCs, 

That that is the true cauſe of 
peace, joys and liberty of mind in 
the Chriſtians it is plain , our ſoul 
cing one of the fame , and having 
al its powers radicated in the efſence 
of it, as often as it 1s wholly imploy- 
ein the intenſe operation of ſome 
veins We POWer, it cannot ule the ſervice 

it another but yery remiſly ; for cx- 
ample, 


1enCcs 
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ample, If one be inan intenſe con- 
templation, he 15 not expedite in the 
uſe of the other powers of his ſoul 
and if one be in great pain, he is not 
zt theſame time fit for: contemplati- 
on;if therefore Chriſtians were decci- 
yed by their Faith as by a' yain cre 
dulity , no virtue of their ſuperiour 
cauſe would afſilt them to confirm 
ſo great an errour , and fo they 
would be lett onely to their naturall 
pecfeRions, nay, eyen thoſe would 
be much impair'd by {ſo great ade- 
rivation of Verity ; how therefore 
could they fo inviolably preſerye fo 
oreat a peace , joy » and liberty f 
mind amongſt ſo many calzmitics 
and oppreſſions , eſpecially fo uni- 
yerfally retain it, as not onely a feiy, 
butinnumerable do ? For the Philo- 
ſophers yaunt of one or two at mo! 
which :hey pretend amonglt them 
to have had this peace , quiet , and 


joy of mind ; but we can produce 
| infinite 
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infinite of both ſexes which in all 


; F parts of the world have poſſeſſed 
the tranquillity and liberty of mind 


t in moſt exceſſive- tribulations and 
by torments, and this onely by inyo- 
"R cating, praiſing , and glorifying 
_ Chritt crucified. Moreover , we 
Ar have tound by the experience of our 
Mm anceſtours, and our own , that this 


ace, joy, and liberty of mind is 

wn —— by the a - of Faith, 
1ld and ſantimeny of a Chriſtian life, 
de. which certainly would not be ſo,un- 
. kfle there was expected by Faith, 
Hope, and the true Profeſſion of 
f I fem, a true and ſolid good, for as 
"es Wl 2 an profits more in the righteou(- 
nefle of life , 1H is he brought more 
into the knowledge and profeſſ- 
on of the truth and good which he 
keks by eſchewirg the contraries, 
and therefore if Chriſtians: had not 
founda ſolid good in the perfection 
6t their liyes, their joy would not 
be . 


CO —— 
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be increaſed by it, but rather decreaſe 
as they ſhould find themlelyes de- 
ceived in it, 

This is very well confirmed out 
of the life of the relivious , for to 
omitexamples of paſt Ages (which 
I cannot compriſe in this ſhort Trea- 
tile) wedaily ſee innumerable both 
men and women do betake them- 
{elves to ſtrict Cloiſters: out of the 
defire of a more perfe& life, forli- 
King their parents, kindred, friends, 
riches , and all pleaſures togethet 
with their own liberty to live with 
ſtrangers and externs, to whom they 
become ſo {ubjeR and obedient, that 
as for exteriour ſubſhſting and facul- 
ties they enjoy none,but thoſe which 
by the command of their ſuperiours 
are permitted them, as preciſely ne- 
ceſſary for their livelihood ,and thoſe 
to be changed and ſubſtracted as 
things though common to all, yet 
uncertain to eycry one in m__ 

Ut 
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but as for the corporall perfeCtions, 
they keep the chaſtity of their mind 
and body moſt incorrupted and en» 
tire. ſubduing their carnall and fen- 
fuall appetices, by watching, faſting, 
abltinence, and other mort fications. 
And as for the perfections of the 
mind, of which liberty is the chief, 
they renounce of their own accord 
all the uſe of it with a perpetuall and 
molt ſtrict obligation , conforming 
themlelyes wholly to the will and 
diſpoſition of their ſuperiours. Thus 
laving forlaken all the goods which 
mortalls are wont to call theirs, to 
rejoyce in,and be delighted with, all 
thele who aſpire to- this pertetion 
live locontented and joytul,that one 
would think they had even the abun- 
dance of all plealures and delights, 
wd by daily proficing in this way 
they become more full of tranquil- 
lity and alacrity, rejoycing and tri- 
umphing onely in the praiſes of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt crucified ; and if one ſhould 
ask why they did fo, they all unani- 
mouſly would anſwer, that all their 
joy and delight is placed in Chriſt 
Jeſus,and in thoſe things which haye 
dependance of him, 

Firſt therefore I ay that no man 
can with reaſon ſuſpect that this 
ſhould proceed out of folly, fecing 
it hath been the continuall praGtice 
not onely of humble and {imple men, 
but of innumerable eminent Saints 


and Doctours who would eafily by 


reaſon of their witdome and ſanctity 
diſcern the errour and folly of it,if 
it were vain and erroneous , for de- 
ceit and errour cannot any long time 
confilt with wiſdome and virtue; 
{uch men ſtriving to attain unto the 
heighth of pertections, there being 


none greater then that which they 
aim at (to wit) a Chriſtian religious 
life, of which that ſtate is accounted 
the highelt and ſupreme degree, cet- 


rainly 
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rinly there are none more apt then 
they to receive celeſhall illuminati- 
on, If therefore the Faith were nor 
wwe , queſtionlefſe the vanity and 


ve I deceit of it in many Ages,in ſo great 
2concourle of people of all condi- 
1 I tions , eſpecially by ſuch wiſe and 
this WT virtuous men had ere this been de- 
ing tected, nor had tuch men been able 
tice WY in fo holy a {ervitude to preſerve to 
nen, I great a peace and tranquillity of 
Yints mind, and-perpetually to take tuch 
y by {comfort and joy in it. The contrary 
airy Mo! which is manifelt, for thele are 
it, if {Wivey who by their words and expe- 
r de» Witicnce have confirmed, and do con< 
time {firm it by their Vi ricings, and as be- 
reve; Mig ler free, and onely fubjeR to the 
o the Weraces and favours of Almighty 
being {W©vod, do enjoy a molt perfect peace 
\ they pod tranquillity of mind, and there- 
joious Fore all kind of deceir is farre diſtant 
wunted Mom the Faith of Chriſt. 
e, ce MW Every cauſe moved by its own 
rainly g00de 
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goodnefle, which it tecks to extend 
and communicate, doth, as much as 
it may poſſible, dire& its effeR to 
its proper end, eſpecially, when the 
effect is diſpoſed for it, to which the 
more it approacheth, the more it is 
delighted and doth acquielce in it, 
Now God is {upremely good. and 
a molt liberall and bountifull dil: 
penſer of his own goodneſſe, and 
therefore he direRs 411 his effects, 
which are well diſpoſed , to their 
proper and delerved ends, that they 
may take up their final reſt in them, 
Now there bcing no more intenſe 
diſpoſition for the end of man the 
that of moſt approved and religious 
men , he will queſtionleſſe dire 
them unto their wiſhed end in whic| 
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they obtain their defired reſt in the i a 
enjoying their end ; but thele by MW n 
their daily progrefle are more con- I tl 
firmed in the orchodox Faith, - b, 
joycing in Chriſt Jelus , do bend i af 


theit 
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d their whole endeavours in gaining 
$ him alone , ſetting all other things 
0 at naught, Whence it appears, that 
ne there is no errour or talizty in this 
he Faith, otherwiſe. by the D1yine di- 
US rection, by forſaking more and more 
ic, WW this falſe delight of mind, they 
nd would be directed to their true and 
dil wiſhed for end and tranquillicy, 
and All joy is grounded in tome loye 
&;, WY or other, tor love is the firſt a& of 
heir the will or rationall appetite ; from 
they W which the other aCts have their in- 
xm. WM fluence. The joy therefore and ju- 
renſe MW bilec of mind, which doth moſt un- 
then I feignedly appear in the countenances 
Jiu of thole men, not confiſting in any 
lire IU cranfitory, fading, or naturall per- 
which MW feRtion of the foul, and all of them 
n the WO affirming with one yoyce and com- 
le by {MW mon conlent, that it proceeds from 
econ” Ml the love of Chriſt crucified, cannot 
þ, I bc grounded in any errour or vain 
o bend i affection becaule,the more upri ghtly 
thelt and 
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and holily ſuch men did live, the 


more it would decay in them ; for 
( as I have faid ) if the Faith of 
Chriſt were falſe, chey would daily 
more apparantly perceiye , that in 
their prepoſterous aftections they 
were wholly deceived , and thence 
they would become more heavy and 
ſorrowfull, bur the fincerity of their 
deportments , the chearfulneſſe of 
their countenances , that refulgent 
kind of {ſanGtity in their exteriour,for 
which they are in ſuch reyerence and 
yeneration of all men, ſhew it to be 
tarre otherwile , whillt we may ler 
chem alwayes in all cyents more 
plealant,conrent and joytull. 


CnaP, XII 
The ſame truth proved out of the ex: 
rrinſecal effeits of (hriſtian life, 


Nother effe& of Chriſtian lik 


1s gathered from the exterioult 
man 
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man, from their manners and de- 
portment , which 1s in a manner a 


' W fign and argument of a certain kind 
/ W of Divinity , by reaſon of which 
n 


many are eyen enforced to eſteem 
and reverencethem : whence the ve- 
nerable aſpe&t of humble men haye 
blunted and aftrighted the proud 
and fierce minds of Tyrants ; which 
we reade of that powerfull and bar- 
barous King of the Hunns, Attila, 
though he could be fatisfied by no 
ſlaughter or maſlacre of nien , nor 
terrified by any power of enemies, 
yetat Rayenna, a Speech of S. Leo 
Pope {et him packing out of Italy, 
and he contrary to his wonted cu- 
ſtome , and not without the oreat 
admiration of his followers, ſeemed 
not onely to reverence the venerable 
Biſhop, bur to obey him in a man- 
nercommanding him. And in like 
manner T otzlas the cruel Emperour 
of the Gothes, after he had deltroy- 

Ve ed 
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ed ſo many thouſands by innumera- 
ble maſſacres, waſted and conſumed 
whole Nations , not being able to 
ſuffer the countenance of S. Benet 
a poor Monk , fell down proſtrate 
on his face , and could ſcarce raiſe 
himſelf, when the ſervant of God 
commanded and afſhſted him to rife, 
In like manner T heodoſius the Em: 
perour returning to Millain after his 
cruel flaughter of the Theffalonians, 
was by the authority of S. Ambroſe 
chiding him, and reyiling his cruelty, 
denied the entrance into the Church, 
untill he had by a publick penance 
enjoyn'd him by the Biſhop, expia- 
ted his cruelty and injuſtice, | 
ſhould want time, if I ſhould re- 
count the examples in this kind ; bur 
it is not for my preſent purpoſe to 
proye that which by daily examples 
15 known to all, for I haye often (cen 
a nt and wicked men in the pre 
ſence of the holy and yiruous, bot 

to 
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to have changed their words, and 
with great forrow and compunCQtion 
of heart to have reformed their lives. 
For the divine Spirit doth adorn the 
exteriour both of men and women, 
the younger with a wonderfull 
ſweerneſſe and grace, the elder men 
with the yeneration of their white 
hairs, and makes them as the preſent 
matter requires , to become now 
amiable ro ſome, and now again to 
{ome others formidable. 


ty, This efte&t inthe exteriour pro- 
ch, WF ceeds out of the ſupernaturall boun:y 
nce I of the mind, that is, our of the grace 
pla W of God adorning the underttanding, 
1 IF vill, and other powers of the ſoul, 
| re- WM which we gather hence.that our ſoul 
but vehemently altering our bodies by 
e t0 i force of the imagination doth ex» 
zples ceedingly change the countenance 
(ee I and vifage:as by laſcivious thoughts 
: pre* I the body is (ticred up to luſt, _ by 
both WW the nftigation of hatred it is in- 

t0 E 2 flamed 
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flamed with deſire of revenge, 
whance we experience that the body 
is much altered by force of the ima- 
gination ; and by the alteration of 
the ſenſtble appetite , and the com- 
motion of the {ſpirits , the face and 
vilage is ftraightway changed, 6 
res, of fear men are Wont to become 

ale and wan ; by anger and baſh- 


Inefle red and bluſhing, and joy 
and forrow make their ſeverall im- W , 
prefſions in the countenance. The W a; 
reaſon is, becaule our underſtanding MW t| 
uſing corporall inſtruments and oi- W 
gans, what ever paſſes in the interi- WM ar 
our, eſpecially- any vehement con- WW th 
ceits,-hath its influence into the cor- WM 1if; 
porall and exteriour parts, epecial 
ly into the face and eyes , for ve M of 
plainly diſcern in proud men an at per 
rogance of look ; in the cruel, a ſtem MW my 
and fierce calt of their eyes ; in tw WM the 
light ones , a ſubtil and unconſiant expe 


deportment -and inthe laſciyious,? 
Wanton 


at 
tern 
| the 
(tant 
us, 4 
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wanton aſpe& ; nay, ſome maleyo- 
lous old women with the very conta- 
gion of their looks are laid to infect 
and faſcinate little infants : to con- 
clude, the good and evill habits of 
the mind, eſpecially if they have ta- 
ken deep root, can ſcarce by any dil- 
{mulation be {o hidden , that they 
appear not in the exteriour. Eve 
cauſe thereforc likening its effte&, 
andevery effe& making an expreſſt- 
on of its caule, this exteriour beaut 
and comlinefſe of Chriſtians , and 
this honeſt and yenerable manner of 
deportment cannot procced from 
any other cauſe then the beauty of 
the mind and integrity of their 
life, 

Which effe& we daily ſee to be 
of ſuch virtue, that as we daily ex- 
perionce there is nothing to be found 
more energeticall and efhcacious for 
the converſion of ſinners ; for we 
experience that the examples of 


+ ſimple 
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fimple Chriſtians living uprightly 
haye profited men more then the 

tiwaſions of learned and eloquent 

hilolophers, nay,eyen the relations 
or beholding of miracles. For we 
often lee eloquent and learned men 
whilſt they are preaching high and 
eleyated {ubtilties of knowledge to 
be hearkned unto with great attenti- 


on, but their lives not correſponding W | 
to their words , they have profited © t 
the Church very little , but ondy WF 8 
born away the reports and praiks WW 1 
of their eloquence and wiſdome. In WW t 
paſt and preſent Ages there have i ©< 
been many miracles which little con- 

duced to the amendment of life; for WM to 
though we fee multitudes of men I th 
flock together to ſee them, yer if we I ce 
look more diligently intoit,we ſhall IF in! 
find that very few haye _ the W m: 
profit of bettering their lives by I m: 
them, but by the perfeRion of a yir- I wi 
ewous Chriſtian, we both have I po 


know 
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known and ſeen innumerable ſorry 
and contrite for their fins, and con- 
yerted unto Almighty God, and 
thoſe not onely of the yulgar and 
ſimple fort of people, but moſt emi- 
nent in prudence and learning ; of 
the which very many having felt the 
odour of a good fame and lanCtity, 
contemning the pleaſures and de- 
lights of the world , have betaken 
themſelves to theſe happy and reli» 
gious Societies and Monaſteries, 
where loathing their former courſes, 
they paſle their lives with exceeding 
content, pleaſure, and fincerity. 
Hence it is manifeſt, that there is 
ſome virtue in Chriſtians by which 
thele admirable effes are produ- 
ced, for a body hath no ſubſtanciall 
influence intoa ſpirit, which we ſee 
manifeſtly expreſſed in the moſt for- 
mall = of. all, to wit,the celeſtiall 


which ſuffer nothing from any cor- 
porall yirtue ; for the heayens ſufter 
BE 4 not 
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not from the neighbouring fire,much 
leſſe therefore ſhall a ſpirit ſuffer by 
any _—_— influence. Thole 
things therefore that are exteriour 
and yiſtblein a Chriſtian life being 
corporall,they cannot have any pro- 

er and {ubſtantiall influence into the 
foul, by which it may receive bene- 
fit , unleſſe thereby ſome virtuebe 
together infuled into it ; but ina 
Catholique and virtuous man the 
mol? eminent and chief virtue, from 
which an upright inſtitution of lite, 
exteriour beauty, and holy conyer- 
ſation doth proceed, is the immaci- 
late Faith and Loye of Chriſt cruci- 
fied ; tor this Faith and Love being 
augmented , their exteriour orna- 
ments and yeneration are increaled, 
and of greater efficacy for the cor- | 
yerſon of men. Faith therefore which 
operates with love cannot be a d- 
ceit, ſeeing that falfity is void of all 
virtue.and cannot penetrate the heart 
of man, Verity 


cart 
erity 
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Verity is more powerfull then 
falfity, but there was never any vir- 
tue or remedy found more efhcaci- 
ous-for the living well and yirtuout- 
ly, then a Chriſtian life, as we are 


; taught by the compariſon of Philo» 


ſophers and other men , by whoſe 
leaming and examples very few 
have been conyerted toa good lite, 
and by the life of Chriſtians innume- 


{ rable do daily rite and leade moſt 


unſpotted lives ; and therefore a 
vain and erroneous falſity cannot be 
the ground or root of this life, other= 
wile, men would more eaſily be re- 
clim'd to the amendment of their 
lies, by the learning and. morality 
of Philoſophers, then by Chriſtian 
examples, which we find molifalle 
by experience, 

Moreover Almighty God being 
the firſt moyer without whom there 
1s not the leaſt motion,and doing all 
tings by his wildome , he tubordi- 

E 5 nates. 
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nates the nobler effects to the no- 
bler cauſes ; but the moſt excellent 
of all efteRts is a Chriſtian lik: 
Almighty God therefore by exhor:- 
rations, and chiefly by internall in- 
ſpirations ſtirring up men to this 
life by moſt confpicuous examples 
of the faithfull , tothe end that the 
cauſe tay produce an effe&t likeit 
lelf, as the ſunne and men <& 
generate a man, it follows necel- 
farily that a perfect Chriſtian is 
the nobleſt cauſe and moſt perfe& 
inftrumenr of producing this effc& : 
Therefore the yirtue-of this inftru- 
ment co ating with Almight 
God is — hivy, —— ( 
reme Verity ; but this virtue is 
aith inflamed with a burning cha- 
rity , as I haye ſhown ; our Faich 
therefore is molt true. 


of Chriftian Faith. 
CHAP. XIT 
T The ſame conflrmed by the wonder» 


nr full works of (Chriſt, and firſt by 


n- his Power. 
his 

\ /* E have proved naw by 
'w V Y the affiltance of Algigh- 


et | ty God the Vericy of Chriltian 
d B@ Faith out of the manifeſt eftects, 
cel- W which daily are {een in the Ortho» 
is I dox Church, and although there 
&& | mighthe manifold other arguments 
-&: WW brought co the confirmation of it, 
"= p having regard to my intended 

reyity 1, will argue onely out of 
{fu> I thole events of former Ages, of the 
ie is IM Verity of which the whole world 
cha- 52 lufficieat witnefſe. Wherefore, 
as Philolophers by che effeRs which 
they ſaw innaturall chiags were mo- 
ol to ſearch into the caules of 
things, we in like manner tetting be- 
fore our eyes the triumph of Chcitt, 


AP, winch 
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which we have heretofore deſcribed, 
will moſt exactly, as farre forth as 
the matter requires, ſearch into the 
caulesof thole effects. And asthe 
Philoſophers contemplating the na- 
ture of things, out of the greatneſſe, 
the wonderfull order and perfeQion 
of the whole world , did conclude 
that the cauſe of it was Almighty 
God, who was more powerful,wile, 
and pertect then alt others , whom 
they termed the firſt principle and 
moyer of all things ; ſo we contem- 
plating the triumph of Chrilt cruci- 

ed, will ſhew him to haye been, 
and to be beyond all compariſon 
more powerfull then _ the teigned 
Gods of all other- Religions, and 
to haye done greater things,and pro- 
duced perfester effets then any, 
and with an ineffable and infigite 
wildome and goodnefle to haveir: 
finitely ſurpaſſed them, Whic 
done it will be clear that this God, 


I) 
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is the great Lord and King above 
all other Gods. 

I will begin with the effe&s of 
his Power, and placing his triumph 
before your eyes, 1 argue in this 
manner. Either this Jelus the cru- 
cified Nazarean , whom the Chri- 
ftians adore is true God, and firſt 
cauſe of all things, or he is not ; if 
he be,the diſputation is ended, be- 
caule, if he be God, the Chriltiars 
Faith, and his uniyerlall Do@rire 
and Religion mult be true : if he be 
not, it follows, that Felus the Naza- 
rean was a moſt prodigious mon- 


ſer, of a moſt inexcogitable pride, 


and unheard of arrogance , Whilſt 


being a pure creature and mortall 
man, he would be eſteemed as the 
onely tupreme Deity , and adored 
above all others: whence we might 
juitly tearm him the molt lying and 
worlt of all creatures, nay, even the 
molt notorious of all tocls , for un- 

dertaking 


> 
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dertaking a buſinefle of ſo great 


conſequence ; for what is more con- 
trary to reafon , or What can be 
found more mad and ridiculous, 
then that an inferiour and poor beg- 
garly man, without all power and 
riches, onely by virtue of an unpol- 
liſhedand naturall eloquence, nay, 
even by the torments of a moſt hor- 
rible death ſhould dare to trive a- 
ainſt and contend with the divine 
Majeſty, and deſpoiling it of its due 
honour, ſhould dare to inyolye ina 
new and unheard of Religion all 
men, as well powerfull and learned, 
as the molt weak and ignorant , and 
at the-fame time ſhould command 
the Ceremonies and religious Rites 
of other Gods to be demoliſhed, 
and the whole world inured and ac- 
cultomed for 1o many paſt Agesto 
their own faſhions, Iikean impetu- 
ous and violent river, to be turned Wi (,, 
now quite out of its channel and I 1 
changed, 
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changed, and that he alone was to 
be adored for God ? And allthis, 
not onely in his life time, bur much 
more after his cruel and violent 
death ; and with this condition allo, 
that men ſhould not onely loye and 
adote him , but for his love fake 
ſhould undergo the moſt difficulc 
things, moſt repugnant'to nature,and 
of quite intolerable ſuffering : and 
toconclude, not being terrified by 
any exceſſe or atrocity of torments, 
they ſhould molt promptly and wil- 
linoly undergo the laſt of all rer- 
rours, Death ir lelf, 

Here let me ask thee what ever 
thou art, if any mortall ſhould in- 
tend rodo ſuch things as theſe, and 
ſhould conſider them in his mind, 
and ſhould manifeſt unto you this 
ſecrer, what wouldſt thou ſay ? 
Would(t thou think any other man 
lomad as he ? Wouldſt thou not 
judge that he were '{o much the 
more 


' 
4 


To6 * The Verity 
more to be laughed at,by how much 
thoſe things did ſeem more impol- 
ſible ? If therefore Jeſus.the Nazz- 
rean be not God, relying upon what 
aſſiſtance hath he with a continuall 
fight fo prevailed againſt his own 
and all other nationall Laws, Prin- 
ces, Wile-men, and againſt the 
whole world (trugling againſt him, 
the infernall and tupernall pow- 
ers, and chiefly againſt che ſupreme 
Creatour of all things ? Thar he is 
elteemed equall to God,adored with 
equall yeneration, and that inyinci- 
bly he hath obtained all thele 
things amidlt fo great and continual 
repugnances of ſo many Ages; 
wherefore, O ye Jews ! hath God 
your Goyernour and Conleryer of 
the world permitted fo great a wice 
kednefle fo long unrevenged ? And 
you, O ye Genules ! why hayenot 
your Gods expelled him? How hath 
this deſpicable man nail'd to 2 


Croſſe, 
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Crofle, and dead , left behind him 
the power to do ſo many and fo 
oreat things ? Who ever of thoſe (I 
will not ſay men) who were efteem= 
ed as Gods, was to be compared to 
this ? Seeing their brawls and con- 
tentions, their ſacriledges and inceſis 
were eſteemed nefarious eyen by 
their own ſeCtarics. 

Do you not fee how impudent] 
ſome have dac'd to compare Apollo- 
nins Thyanens with our Chriſt? For 
whocan be any way compared with 
realon to him, either of the princes 
of Philolophy ; as, Pythagoras So- 
crates, Plato. and the reſt, or of the 
niolt excellent and famous Kings 
and Emperours ; as, eAlexander, 
Ceſar, and others ? of whom none 
profeſſed himſelf to be God , nor 
have they even altogether perform- 
ed the leaſt part of thoſe things 
which haye been done by Chriſt and 
his Diſci ples : for what great matter 


hath 


—— 
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hath that crafry commander of the 
Arabians Mahomet done ? he never 
affirmed himſelf God, ttue it is, by 
his eloquence and power , by his 
arms, gifts, and a luxurious licence 
of pleatutes , he drew unto him a 
_ and unskilfull mulcitude; 
and did not he give a moſt honouras 
ble teſtimony of Chriſt ? Aſſuming 
to himſelf nothing aboye humane 
forces and policy, Þur ſuch was not 
Jeſus the Nazarean ; neyer did any 
mortall propoſe more difficult things 
to be belieyed and done then Chrilt 
did ; for he abſolutely commanded 
the belief of a Trinity, to wit, the 
Father, Sonne and holy Ghoſt, the 
ſame one God three really diftin- 
guiſhed perſons, which yet being 
identified in ſubltance, were anc.and 
the ſelf ſame entity. Then he com- 
mands himſelf to be belieyed as 
God the Sonne, being the ſame with 
the Father and the holy Ghoſt , and 

that 
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that he is at the ſame time true man, 
the ſonne of the Virgin Mary, 
whom he alſo commands to be ado- 
red as the true Mother of God ; 
that the Crofle alto, which was al- 
wayes elteemed as the inſtrument 
of equiyalent ignominy, ſhould be 
held in molt ſupreme honour and ye- 
neration , as the chief fign of our 
falyation : In his laſt tupper he 
commanded by his laſt Will and 
Teſtament , that we believe that 
Bread and Wine by virtue of a few 
words of Confecration were really 
and ſubſtantially changed and tran- 
lubRantiated into his Body and 
Bloud, notwithſtanding , that the 
wonted accidents of Bread and 
Wine perfiſted, and that we ſhould 
under thoſe fignes of Bread and 
Wine adore him , and receive him 
25 nouriſhment. and a celeſtiall via- 
t1cum by which he promiled us eter- 
rall lite, and that no body could en- 

cr 
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enter intothe kingdome of Heaven 
unlefſe they Ar 2s again of wa- 
ter and the holy Ghoſt. Moreover, 
he commanded that all his Scri- 
ptures ſhould be belieyed to a rittle 
without heſitation, doubt, or dero- 
cation ; notwithſtanding they con- 
tain things moſt difficult to humane 
underftanding, without the belief of 
all which, there was no falyation, 
Nor is this conſtant and firm vene- 
ration of thoſe things lufficient, un- 
lefle contemning viſible things, and 
loving the inviſible, we do patiently 
undergo all kind of perſecutions, [r 
patientia enim weſtra poſſidebits 
(inquit ) animas veſtras : In you 
patience you ſhall(faith he) poſleſſe 
your fouls, He promiſed his fol- 
lowers and leryants in this life, not 
riches. honours , and digities, but 
the clean contrary. to Wit, poverty, 
129nominy, oppreſſion , and what i 
more, outrages. blows, baniſhment, 
oa0ls, 
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gaols, conflicts, and torments , by 


luffering which for his ſake, he pro- 
miles us an unſpeakable beatitude ; 

romiting things unto us which ex- 
ceed the underitanding of man , as 
Glory, for example. in heaven with 
the Angels, the Reſurrection of the 
bodies, and that which neither eye 
hath ſeen, nor ear hath heard , nor 
hath aſcended into the heart of man: 
Thele things notwithſtanding being 
lo, he brought to paſle whatever he 
pleaſed, although the world tought 
againſt him, For innumerable men 
of all ſorts and conditions , have fo 
received and maintained this Dc- 
Ctrine.that they chole rather to leave 
their lives then to forſake theirFaith, 
Kings allo and Princes (as we fee at 
preſent) humbly inclining themlelyes 
under the yoke of Faith, are obedi- 
ent to his inferiour Miniſters. Let 
us ſet therefore before our eyes Chiilt 
as a poor man, accounted — 
| an 
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and eſteemed the ſonne of a Carpen- 
ter , and contemned by thoſe that 
knew him, and let us ask him what 


| 
he thinks : Now let him anſwer, ], F ! 
though a poor man and a ſtrangerto i t 
the world, do intend to bring the i ! 
' whole world under my Laws, and 
do intend that men do adore me a; i c 
a true God , together with my Fa- Ii 
ther, and the holy Ghoſt, and that I |: 
they alto worſhip the Crofle, on 
which being nail'd, I ſhall die z Wt 


molt ignominious and cruel death, 
between two theeves, and after this 
cruel death, that they do molt de- 
youtly and honourably reverence the 
Inſtruments and Reliques of my 
torments , and preferye and place 
them among[ttheir chief and preci- 
ous jewels and treafures, And that 
aboye all things with Faith and Jn 
their beſt Devotions. they adorethis 
Sacrifice of Bread and Wine, as the 
true ſubſtance of my Body ane ur 
Bloud 


of Chriſtian Faith, 113 
. I Bloud, and that by the Water of 
© I& holy Bapriſme , they believe their 
i: | foulsto be cleanted trom all ſpot of 
1, I fnne. and that they are ſantified by 
o I the anointing of Oyl and Balm; and 
ne WF laſtly. that receiving and oblerying 
ad my whole Doctrine entirely , they 
elteem it as a great wickednefle to 
2» I derogate ought from it, even to the 
na; MF fafttirtle ; and that they honour and 
on I make their addreſſes unto my Mo- 
= —_ pp with an uncor- 
rupted an rpetuall Virginity, 
= s. eſteem Tx [2 unto 4, 
de- {Lady and Queen of the Uniyerle,by 


the MW: ſpeciall prerogative exalted aboye 
my all the quire of Angels , and that 
lace MWihey make their 1upplicarions to 
eci- Movole which from being Fiſhermen 


I have choſen to be my Diſciples, 
and that they adore their very 
ones , aſhes and other reliques : 
ouldſt chou not judge this poor 
van , thinking and ſpeaking ſuch 
things 
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things of himſelf to be a fot, fool, 
and worthy onely to be laughs 
cd at? 

If further whilſt thou laugh'flx 
him. he ſhould go on, and lay its 
my will, that they not onely do 
molt firmly belceye all thoſe chingy, 
but that for this reaſon , they lead 
their lives molt continently and up- 
rightly , and for my promite giya ſi | 
them of an inviſible happineſſe,chey | 
deſpileall terrene and ſenſible things, I / 
and to ſhew their moſt ardent afte- i c 
&tion towards me, they do moſt wil- if * 
lingly undergo poverty, thirlt , fa-W # 
mine, toils miſerics, torments, and b 
moſt cruel deaths , and that they tt 
choole rather all thele things then P 
deny the leaſt tittle of my DoGtrine? I br 
Wouldſt thou not think this man al 
wholly mad and out of his wits? 
If he ſhould adde to this, it is iy 
pleaſure that all this be brought to 
paſſe againſt the reſiltance wr 

whole 
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| whole world , againſt Kings and 
' Princes, again(t all the Religions and 


ſects of Gods and men ; I intend to 
fight a gainlt infernal powers to gain 
the victory. and triumph over them, 


queſtionlefſe thou wouldſt burſt in- 


toa louder laughter, 


But if being asked by what con- 


| dence or arms he meant. to effe&t 


thoſe things ? he ſhould anſwer, by 
no other then by the preaching of 
himſelf and his Dilciples and be- 
cauſe eloquence hath a great force 
to per[wade the minds of men (leſt 
wy of his victories ſhould be attri- 
bured unto it) that he ſhould affirm 
that faculry no way to fit his pur- 
rm and-that his Miniſters ſhould 

ring thoſe things to effec, without 
all at, by a ſober, modeſt and fim- 


"Ml ple narration of thoſe things, thou 
wouldſt aſcribe this to a higher de- 
oreeof madnefſe. If he ſhould go 
on, I know that for my ſake an inft- 

nite 
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nite multitude of men would perifh; 
that the more there die, the more the 
number of the faithful ſhall increate, 
and my Faith ſhall be propagated 
to the fartheſt ends of the world ;for 
the bloud of my Martyrs hall, a; 
the Seed of the Church, yield a 
truitfull harveſt, of my Belieyer; 
and I will deliyer unto one of thole 
my Fiſhermen, and to his Miniſter, 
Which ſhall neyer fail, by a continu- 
all inheritance the perperuall Sceptre 
of the Kingdome of Heaven, and | 
will make to ſtoop the ſupreme Ci 
ty and Lady of the world, and the 
Emperour himſelf to kifle the feet 
of my Subſtitutes. Oh ! if thou 
ſhouldſt hear him tay ſo, with what 
furies, I will not ſay madneſle, 
wouldſt thou think him to be agit:- 
ted ? what peals of laughter would 
thou not beſtow upon him ? 
Hearken to him a little further, 


there ſhall be infinite Books writ 
ren 


q 0101- 
»uldi 


1rchet, 
writ 
ren 


— 
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' ten of me, by moſt excellent and 


learned men, which ſhall praiſe and 
magnifie both me and my Doctrine, 


' and extolling ic above all others, 


ſhall defend jt with their whole for- 
ces; my Prieſts ſhall with great re- 
verence of the people, with tolemne 

mpand magnthcence, and with 
torches lighted proclaim the ſame, 
which all che auditours ſhall receive 
uncovered with a reyerend and moſt 
humble attention ; would not theſe 
things ſeem dreams unto thee ? 

Hear him conclude, being armed 
with this onely weapon, without all 
doubt I will bring all chole things 
to perfeCtion, and with an invincible 
power, I will prove my elf victo- 
rious , and will bring the whole 
world under my obedience,nor ſhall 
there ever any preyail agaialt cheſe 
oround-Works and foundations of 
my Religion, 


Whillt he afſevered theſe things, 
F 2 Who 
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who would not judge that this were 
a work impoſſible to all mankind, 
to Nature and the heavens and one- 
ly feizible to the divine Otmnipo- 
tence ? 

Now all theſe things being brought 
to effeR, it is maniteſt that it is the 
onely work of the divine Majeſty, 
and that this Faith of Chriſt was 
onely eſtabliſhed by Almighty God 
alone : for was there ever any of 
the antient wizards,or Philoſophers, 
or Mahomet , or ſome one of the 
moſt powerfull Kings that ever did 
the like ? Or are there any Gods f 
the Gentiles and Nations to be com- 
pared to this? Thele kind of exploits 
haye not been heard of from the ori- 
oen of t hjngs ! let them bluſh there- 
toreand be .onfounded which judge 
of Chriſt as Infidels. 

Nor may theſe things be ſaid to 
happen by chance , ſeeing that the 


Prophets and Siby1/s torerold them 
long 


119 
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long before, and the antient and in- 
corrupted Monuments of the Jews 
and Gentiles give teſtimony of them, 
in which is written, that thoſe things 
were not onely revealed by Almigh- 
ty God to come to paſſe , bur that 


Almighty God did himſelf promile 


| to perfo;m them, 


As in naturall things there are 
lome caules neceſſary, and others, as 
of moſt things are indifferent, ſo in 
arguments and intelleCuall diſcour- 
ſes, ſome there are which aecefſarily 
enforce the underſtanding to aflent, 
which are called demonſtrations ; 
others are called learned,dialeticall 
proofs, which though not alwayes, 
yet for the moſt part incline the un- 
derftanding, though ir do not firmly 
tyeit to the aſſeriton ; others again 
are ſo weak as they ſcarce incline it 


atall, W herefore, although in mat- 
ters of ſmall conſequence, as in Ma= 
thematicks , there are found many 

&. 
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demonſtrations notwithſtanding in 
naturall things there are found yery 
few, but in the high and moſt emi- 
nent things, as allo in moralls there 
arc found no demonſirations at all, 
But tle I'ght of our underſtanding is 
{0 wcak. that it doth not diſcern the 
proper difference of things : for the 
Philoſophers ule accidents inſtead cf 
differe1ices, ard therefore they are 
ignorant of the proper definitions 
of things ; the eſſence therefore or 
definition of the thing , being the 
mean or middle term of a demon- 
ſtration, it follows, that few or no 
demonſtrations are found in natu: ll 
things ; wherefore, itis yery hard to 
ſettle or ground our underſtanding 
in naturall and morall Sciences. much 
more in metaphyficall, and molt of 
all to apply our underſtandings, and 
altogether to attract our will , that 
we draw it from vices to yirtues; 


for the lenſuall part, being oppolite 
to 
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to the {pirituall and rationall , it is 
very difficult that the affection fol- 
lows the underſtanding, but of all 
things it is moſt difficult to make 
both Powers ſo agree, that the fruit 
of good works do ifſue from them, 
and perſevere unto the end of our 
lives ; for of eyery Philoſopicall 
Theſis there are almoſt as many opi- 
nions as heads, and yery few of 
them eftet what they teach, and 
(carceany of them haye perſeyered 
unto the end of their lives without 
corruption of yices, and if any one 
ſuch be found , they account it a 
miracle, Now if the very chief of 
thoſe Philoſophers could not con- 
vince the underſtanding of man to 
beleeve thole few truths which reaſon 
it {elf diEtates, and are naturally in- 
orafted in us, as that there is a God, 
and that he doth exercile his Pro- 
yidence about humane affairs ; that 
000d is to be ſought after , and evill 

F 4 ayoid- 
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ayoided, and others of the like na- 
ture ; and if they could not reconcile 
the afteCtion in a yery few things 
with the underſtanding for their 
well-doing, that they did nor finally 
diſagree, by how much would they 
be lefſe able to perform it in things 
which exceed the bounds of reaſon: 
Burt the Diſciples of Chriſt with 
their onely preaching did unite the 
will and underſtanding of an infinite 
multitude of men, and , as it were, 
transfixing them, did enforce them 
to belieye and love thoſe things, un- 
to the which neither demonſtration 
1t ſelf, nor any humane reaſon could 
any way arrive, fo that for the pro- 
miſe of heaven, they have eſteemed 
all earthly things as drofſe, and be- 
coming indefatigable in their la- 
bours, they could not be removed 
from their purpoſcs , neither by fair 
means, threats or torments. Now 
by what virtue haye poor ignorant! 
Fiſhermen 
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Fiſhermen done thele things? cer= 
tainly by no Humane power , bur 
Divine. For nature hath expreſſed 
the whole forces ſhe had towards 
mortalls in the Philoſophers , and 
yet we ſee, ſhe hath not had in 
them the force to accompliſh thoſe 
things, Certainly if the Faith of 
Chriſt were ſtufted with lies, que= 
ſtionlefſe a few Fifhermen could not 
have done thoſe wonders in confir- 
mation of it, nor could the Faith it 
ſelf haye perſiſted in its full force {o 
long time againſt fo powerfull and 
manifold oppoſitions. 

Moreover,if Chrift crucified and 
his Fiſhermen drew 1o efficaciouſly 
the whole world to the Divine love 
as [ have faid,they could not do it by 
plaig and bare words, for grave, 
wiſe, and learned men are not led 
away with bare words ; wherefore 
tis certain that they conf rmed their 
words with miracles , which were to 

v.49 manys 
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many, ſo = mehr that farre ſur- 

fling the limits of nature , the 
could onely be wrought by Almigh- 

God, who alone is the authour of 
miracles. But the Divine Majeſty 
doth not give teſtimony to the con- 
firmation of lies, but of Faith, and 
theretore the Faith of Chriſt, in con- 
firmation of which they are done, 
cannot be falſe. Now if any ſhould 
deny miracles, this would be the 
greateſt miracle of all, that thole 
manifold and admirable things, of 
which I have made mention ſhould 
be done without miracles by Chrilt 
a poor man, and thoſe ignorant ard 
unpoliſhed Fiſhermen his Diſciples, 
Therefore, whether Chriſt and his 
diſciples did ſhine with miracles or 
no, certainly an infinite power ut- 
paſſing all the power of all Gods, 
doth appearin his works ; but as 
all caulcs that is the firſt which hath 


more power then the relt,ſo amonglt 
Gods 
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Gods, he is truly to be efteemed the 
true God , which is moſt eminent 
aboye all others in power , as is 
Chriſt our moſt invincible Con- 
querour. 


CHnaP, XIIIL 


The ſame concluded out of the Wiſ- 
dome of Chriſt. 


Will now ſhew that his Wiſ- 

dome was inferiour to none. Firſt, 
then it is the part of Wildome to or- 
der and diſpoſe things rightly , bur 
in all things which are to be directed 
to their ends, the rule of Goyern- 
ment ought to be drawn from the 
end of them ; far then every thing 
is rightly diſpoſed when it is dire&t=- 


ed toits proper end, forthe end of 


every thing is its ſupreme and chief 
good ; Whence thoſe that in the (tu- 
dies of arts do fo regard the end, 
that they direct all other tubordinate 

things, 
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things unto it, are called maſters of 
that art. As in Architecture, thole 
work-men which carry. the ſtones, 
wood, lime, and other requiſits are 
not ſaid to be architeRs-, but thole 
which give the chief diſpoſition, pro- 

ion, and form to the building, 
In artificiall things,they having one- 
ly their particular ends, in which the 
end of man doth not conſift ; he that 
ſhall be skilfull in thoſe is not to be 
rerm'd abſolutely wiſe , but with a 
reltriftion to his art, He therefore 
is rightly to be ſtyled abſolutely 
wile, who obſerving the ſupreme and 
conſummate end of humane lite, 
doth diſpole all fit means and all 
his aCtions and operations unto it ; 
But Jeſus the Nazarean efhcaciouſly 
teaching his Dilciples and Follow- 
ers, {hew'd them the true end & 
mans life , and the true means by 
which they were to arrive unto 1t, 
and this not onely by his Word, - 
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by his lively example, fo that no end 
of humane life can be found out, or 
imagined berter,or more perte&t,then 
the life of Chriſtians, Wherefore 
it is clear that neither amongſt the 
Gods of the Gentiles (ſuppoſe the 
impoſſibility of their Deity ) nor 
amongſt men there ever was or 
could be fonnd a wiſer then Chriſt. 
The fign of a knowing man is to 
be able to teach , for when a man is 
arrived unto the perfe&tion of a 
Science he can eahily teach it others, 
as in _naturall things for example. 
When a man hath attained {unto a 
perfect age, he is capable of propa- 
eating mankind by generation of 
children : but there was not any o- 
ther God or man from the begin- 
ning, who taught a more proftcable 
witdome then that of Chiiſtians, or 
who taught if with greater facility : 
as for the learning of Philoſophers, 
t is obſcure, and {carce to be learned 
in 
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in long time , and perplexed with 
many difficulties and errours , by 
reaſon of which the very malters 
themſelyes are very uncertain and 
anxious, as I have faid before that 
they were concerning the divine 
Providence, and in the end of hu- 
mane life, bur after the ſupreme wil- 
dome of our Saviour and Maſter 
Chriſt appeared , the world was (6 
illuſtrated in a ſhort time with the 
.Doctrine of the divive Providence 
and Goodnefle, of the immorality 
of the loul, of the end and beatitude 
of man. of the means to arrive unto 
it, and many other documents that 
Chriſtians of both ſexes, eyen in 
their tender age and infancy did 
more clearly penetrate thole thing), 
then famous Philoſophers had done 
by their great induſtry and {tudy, 
And they became 1ſo conſtantly 
—— in this DoCtrine,that they 


had rather ſuffer a thouſand torments 
cycn 
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even to death it ſelf, then impiouſly 
deny the leaſtcirtle of the DoErine 
of Chriſt. 

The virtue of the cauſe appears 
the greater , the further it operates 
and the quicker ; wherefore , the 
more quicker that Wiſdome hath its 
etfect in mien, the more queltionleſſe 
IS its power. *Tisnot the work of a 
principal yirtue or induſtry to make 
thoſe wile which are docile.and have 
their minds greatly diſpoled for wit- 
dome : but tuddenly to teach fools, 
children, dullards, girls, reprobates, 
and moſt wicked men, and ftrum- 

ts wiſdome, and convert them un- 
to a good lite,'exceeds all humane 
forces. But our Chrift Jeſus did not 
onely convert innumerable of choſe, 
butalſo of prudent and learned men 
preſently , with onely a beck-, and 
made a changein their lives by tho 
te compunttion of their hearts,and 
daily doth not ceaſe from thoſe ef- 

tes, 
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feRts, which none eycr of the Gods 


or men haye done ; and therefore his 
Wiſdome and Doctrine is to be pre- 
ferred before all. When Nature is 
determined to do ſomething in pate 
ticular, it isnot to be eſteem'd the 
part of any rare virtue to eff it 
in naturall things by means which 
are naturall, as if a ſpirituall crea- 
ture by the application of fire to a 
houſe ſhould (traight burn it, which 
was not hard for any man to do; 
bur if it were performed by contrary 
cauſes as by riking fire out of ice 
to raiſe a great combuſtion , this 
would be elteemed a work of great 
virtue. Iris a fign therefore of a ſu- 
preme and infinite virtue to produce 
all naturall effefts without any na- 
turall inſtrument, or to do any thing 
with any inſtrument, or to doit with 
the inſtruments ordained for contrary 
effets. Wherefore , to teach wil- 
dome by due and naturall means ac- 
cording 
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cording to the wonted capacity of 
men.as the Philophers do.is no mat- 
ter of admiration ; but to teach us 
the ſupreme and ineftable wiſdome 
by the folly of the world, that is by 
thole things which men commonly 
eltcem fooliſh and abſurd, and to 
convert thoſe follics into the inſtru- 
ments of divine Wiſdome , and to 
place the chief Wildome in them is 
a molt diſhcult work , and to be 
elteemed onely Divine. For if the 
hotrour and contumely of the Crols, 


together with the ſcorns , buffets, 


tripes and torments , which Chriſt 
in his death did ſuffer , be rightly 
con{idered, therc could be found no- 
thing more fooliſh and horrible then 
the Crofle , before Chriſt was 
nailed unto it ; but Chiſt by 
means of it did intuſe into the wood, 
the molt ſovereign of all Wildomes, 
as all Chriſtians do profeſſe and te- 
lifie by daily experience ; therefore 

the 
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the ſupreme and divine Wiſdome 
hath been onely found in Chrilt 
Jelus. 

Alio, Wiſdome being the honour 
and badge of Divine things, cerrain- 
ly that Wiſdome is to be preferred 
before all others, which teaches men 
Divine things better then all others: 
but this hath been done by none fo 
well as by that of Chritt ; therefore 
this mult be the molt exccllent of all, 
But that it is ſo appears out of the 
Writings before Chriſt , which are 
not contained in his Doctrine,which 
if they be compared with the Books 
and Monuments of Chriſtians, thou 
wilt eafily confeſle that there were 
very few things taught by the Phi- 
lophers and other Authours. Nay, 
what is more , Chriſtian Doctrine 
doth extremely conduce to the in- 
creale and pertcCtion of Philoſophy 
it {elf, tceing it doth lo wondertully 
cycry way lay open the mY 

0 
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of Divine things , that almoſt all 
Chriſtians do profefle , know and 
teach thoſe things which before them 
were {carce under{tood by the Pro- 
phets themtelyes. And after the 
preaching of the Apoliles men did 
{o bluſh at their own errours, and 
ſtrive to purge themlelyes of them, 
in ſuch fort. as if having wandred in 
a dark night and wel:rcd in the dirt 
of their errours , being environed 
on a ſudden with a great light , be- 
holding their impurities and ſtricken 
with ſhame and confuſion they had 
endeayoured to cleanſe themlelves ; 
for both the Philoſophers and Poers 
being confounded at the worſhip of 
their Idols,at their old wives (tories, 


and impure dotage, the light of 


Chriſt once ſhining (at whole abun- 
dant luſtre they were dazled) they 
endeayoured to make good one lie 
with another, to ieign their Allego- 
ricall Interpretations, when they taw 


they 
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they could by no other means hide 
and juftifie the wickednefle of their 
Gods, and their vices ſo enormious 
that the worlt of men would be a- 
ſhamed to own them. 

I: belongs allo to a wiſe man not 
onely to have the knowledge of 
ea(ie things, but of thoſe which are 
molt difticult,and to be able to teach 
the tame, and dcfend them againſt 
their adverſaries ; no man ever 
taught more difficulties of Divine 
things, nor eyer made them appear 
with more eaſe then Chriſt, who did 
not onely inſtruct his own few Dit- 
ciples, but eyen the whole world, 
And Chriſtians do eafily defend 
thoſe documents againſt infinite op- 
penents , that whoever ſhall have 


read their Arguments and Books th 
they will not be able to doubt, that 

the yerity of them proceeded of an WW the 
cternall and incomparable Wil- W 2g 


dome. Our adverlaries fougit JW ma 
again 
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againſt them moſt exactly, not one- 
ly with Sophiſtty, with captious and 
lyllogiſticall contentions , but with 
contumely, threats. the ſword and 
death it ſelf, over all which their in- 
vincible Verity remained triumph- 
ant. Truly, it the Tyrants had con- 
tended with the Princes of the Phi- 
lolophers with both arguments and 
torments , as they did againlt Chri- 
ftians , I am confident chey would 
haye been contente:| to deny their 
very firſt Principles; but Chriſt pro- 
poling thole things which cannot be 
tound out by naturall reaſon, and 
defending them both from the ſword 
and from all the wi{dome and inju- 
ties of the Gods and Philoſophers 
both, by his ſolid force eſtabliſhed 
them for all eternity. 

Moreover, Chriſtians Faith is ei- 
ther true or fictitious; if true, we are 
agreed ; if fifticious . eyen thence 


may be drawn an efficacious argu- 


mentr ? 
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ment : That Chriſt was the molt 
underſtanding and wile of all others 
which found out luch difficult and 
ſublime things, and did lo perlwade 
them unto mortalls, that they would 
not be infringed or deſtroyed by any 
deyice or lumane reaton or power, 
That Chriſtian Doctours rhemſelves 
do make prolciſton of the lcienceof 
Philolophy , and although tholc 
things which Chriſt taught were a- 
bove the ſphere of reaſon , yet they 
ſhew that they are no way tepu- 
onant unto Philotophy ; and that 
other Sciences do rather ferye to con- 
firm them then otherwile. They do 
not as certain ſuperſtitious and igno- 
rant people, who reject or contemn 
Philotophy. or ſome other true Sci- 
ence , challenging all things which 
are well faid as their own , from 
others whom they fay are unutt 
poſleflours of them. Now whois 


there to be found wile, cautious, and 
ſubtill 
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n ſubtill which can maintain any ficti- 
'$ on and lie againſt all the arguments 
d and reaſons of ſo many wile and 
1 | learned men, and ſhew that the 


14 I are conſonant to all Philoſophy ? 
ny Truth certainly is confonant to 
e., © truth, and all truth is difſonant to 
ves | falfity. If therefore the Philolo- 
of || phers not without great difficulty 
ole I have been able to prelerve and pro- 
ea- I ct Verity inviolate againſt their ad- 
hey I verfaries , by how much lefſe will 
pu they be able to defend falſity being 
hat I of its own proper nature weak, 
-on- I egainlt violent and fubtill oppoſiti- 
| ds | n?cherefoie although it were orant- 
5n0- ed that this Faith were fictitious, 
em {ye we ſhould neceſſarily con- 


Sci» {cudethat Chriſt had the molt pier- 
hich {MI cng and eleyated witdome of all 
&om {Mobers > who by his invitation hach 
njul drawn men unto him by moſt {ub- 
hois W'me and uninyeſtigabledocuments, 
. and W-*d hath enforced them by a facred 


(ubcll in{pira- 


1383 The Verity 


inſpiration to leade virtuous and 
bleſſed lives. Burt ſeeing that things 
inconſiſtent cannot hang together, as 
for example, a falie and true Philo- 
ſopher can have no true coherence, 
and that by his Doctrine menare 
dire&ted as by a ſtraight rule to a 


. virtuous life , we mult confefle that 


his Faith and Doctrine is true, and 
that he is the wile(t of all Gods 
and men. 

Hence it is that men moſt verle( 
and skilfull in all Sciences, and molt 
eminent for the lanGtity of their 
lives. have embraced that Doctrine 
of Chriſt as the ſupreme Wiidome, 
and have extol'd it with their prailes, 
magnified it with their Works and 
Monuments, and confirmed it with 
the teſtimony of their lives, W hich 
had they not moſt certainly known 
chat it was delivered unto men by 
Almighty God , tccrtainly they nad 
not undergone lo many amy 

an 
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and agonies for the defence of it. 
The Wiſdome of the oreateſt 
Maſter then chiefly appears, when 
by a co-:npendious epitome he brings 
his Diſciples to the end and laſt 
erfection of alt Sciences, but this 
Chrilt alone hath cftected; for every 
Science is either rationall or reall, as 
for rationall,it is either Logick,Rhe- 
torick , or Poetry, which treats of 
ens rationis , or the entity of reaſon: 
and their end is by diyers Argu- 
ments and Exhorrtations to force the 
underſtanding of man to aſſent to 
that which they incend. To this 
Chriſt himſelf hath above all other 
without all difhiculry brought his 
Diſciples ; which molt appears out 
of this , that whereas they were 
Fiſhermen formerly ignorant and 
unskiltull, and innumerable others 
of the {mpler fort, who having once 
[eceiyed this Doctrine haye with 
moſt efficacious periuafions chang'd, 
as 
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as it were, the face of the whole 
world , which neither the force of 
arms, nor other endeavours of all 
Wiſdome (if we conſider it aright) 
coula evcr have done. As for real 
Science it is divided into practicall 
and ſpeculatiye ; the practicall is 
that which is morall , which Chri- 
{tian Diſcipline doth teach fo exact 
ly, and with ſuch facility and cele- 
rity,that the Philoſophers (as I have 
ſaid before) can find no detect in it, 
If the Science be ſpeculative, it 
either abſtracts from all ſenfible and 
intelligible matter, and ſo it is that 
Which is termed Divine , in the 


' Which Chiift did fo ſurpaſle all 


others, that he is not onely the Chiet, 
but that there is no compariſon to 
be made with him : or it abſtracts 
onely from ſenſible matter and not 
from intelligible , and this is called 
Mathematick , by which one conli- 


ders the form, and hath no regatd 
(0 
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to the good orend of it, (as the Phi- 
loſophers ſay) : and for this reaſon, 
the Doarine of Chriſt onely attegd- 
ing the good and end of things im- 
parts little to this Science, becaule it 
doth not appertain or conduce to 
falvation ; yet if there be any profic 
to be gathered out of it which helps 
to2 good and viituous life, this the 
Chriſtian Do&trine laies claim unto; 
for in holy Scriptures there are num 
bers and figures, which are mot fit- 
ly diſpoſed and ordered for the im- 
proving morality, and the contem- 
plation of the Divine pertections, 
ſo that neither in the leaſt Diſciplines 
of Philoſophy hath not this Doctrine 
ts wholeſome and profitable influ- 
ence ; or the Science abſtracts from 
neither ſenſible nor intelligible mat- 
ter, and this is naturall Philoſophy, 
to whoſe greateſt good and laſt end 
Chriſtian Doctrine doth by diyers 
means both eaſily and with great 
& 2 content 
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content and pleaſure lead us. Fc: 
the knowledge of naturall thingy 
in it ſelf, 1s not that ſupreme end un- 
to which we ſtrive by them to attain 
unto, but by thele corporall things 
we are brought unto the knowledge 
of invifible objeRts,which the Chri- 
{tan DoErine doth afford with 

reat ſatisfaction in great abundance, 
whilſt it repreſents molt admirably, 
and to our great fatisfaCtion the in- 
viſible perfections and myſteries of 
Almighty God,in all natural] things 
as in ſo many mi' rours;Chrilt there- 
fore was the moſt wiſe Maſter of all, 
who moſt eafily brought the whole 
world-to the laſt end and highelt 

rfetion of all Sciences. 

To conclude, the delights of the 
underſtanding farre exceed the plea- 
{ures of the tenſes, and that which 
chiefly appertains unto the under- 
flanding conſiſts in the knowledge 


of the firſt Verity, from which, as 


t 
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it is molt perfectly conceived , ariles 
the greateſt delight. The fign there- 
fore of the ſoycreign Wiſdome of 
Chriſt, is the ſupreme delight which 
Chriſtians enjoy in his contemplati- 
on, then which there hath been none 
hitherto found 1o great : for there 
have been innumerable, as now-a- 
dayes there are, which for the con- 
* Þ templation of the firſt Verity con- 
» tained in the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
; forſaking all the pleaſures and en- 
ticements of the world haye beta- 
ken themſelyes to deſert and ſeque» 
{red places, and which is molt of 
all, they have made ſuch progreſle 


r in that contemplation , thata man 
k would think they were not men, bur 

petty Gods and Angels upon earth ; 
the tor being, as it were, cleyated above 
©” WF the terrene {phere of carnality they 
cn 4, not onely not affect ir, but do not 
Ir” Wh much as youchlafe to look upon 
0s Yi, having within themſelyes like 
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Gods and Angels that which ſatil- 
fies and ſuffices them. Out of all 
which we may eaſily gather , that 
the Doctrine of Chriit is the chief 
of all, and that Jeſus Chriſt him{elf 
is the true Wiſdome of the eternal! 
Father , which onely was able to 
bring ſo many and ſo wonderfull 


things to paſle, 
CuaP. a 


The ſame Verity confirmed ont of 
the Goodneſſe of Chriſt. 


Have now ſhown that Jeſus the 
| Nazarean hath fo farre ſurpaſſed 
all other men, and all the Gods ot 
the Gentiles in Power and Wil- 
dome, that it any believe there is a 
God, he muſt queſtionleſſe judge 
no other beſide him to be fo. It re- 
mains that I make the ſame appear 
out of his Perfetion and Good- 
neſſe, by proving that he is the ſove- 
reign 
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reign of all Goods and the laſt end 
of humane life. in which we mult in 
the firſt place obſerye, that humane 
aCtions are directed to ſome end or 
other ; for the ations of men as the 
are humane proceed queltionlefle 
from the free will or election of 
man, by which he differs from 
brutes, Now the object of the 
will is ſome good or end prefixt, 
and therefore there being no infinite 
or endlefſe procefle of tholc prefix* 
ed ends(otherwiſe the motion of eye= 
ry appetite would ceate) it is nece(= 
ſary there be one laſt end of man, 
for it 1s impoſſible there ſhould be 
two ſubſtantiall laſt ends of any 
thing , ſeeing that beyond the laſt 
end there remains nothing to be 
{ought afrer. Thar is called the laſt 
end which doth to fatiate the appe- 
tire of any thing that it formally in- 
cludes, or at leaſt ſubordinates all 
thoſe things which can be defired or 
| G 4 ſought 
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ſought after, and therefore there is 
bur one and the {ame laſt end of all 
men. Nevyerthelefle we muſt know 
that all men do not agree about their 
laſt end, as it is taken materially.that 
is, Where and in what it is found; 
although all agree in the formall 


conceirt of it, that is, in the nature of 


jt. and in what it conſilts, becauſe the 
nature of the laſt end of mankindis 
the lupreme telicity of it. Now all 


men 29rce inthe defire of their chict 


telicity,yet all do not think that that 
felicity confilts in the ſame thing, 
Having formerly proved that the 
laſt end of humane life is the fil 
Verity and firſt caule, that is, Al- 
mighty Ged, if 1 ſhall now ſhev 
that Jeſus Chrilt is this laſt end, ir 
will maniteltly appear that he is the 
firſt Verity, the firft Cauſe, and true 
God,and the ſupreme good in which 
molt aſluredly doth confilt the na 


ture of the laſt end. 
Which 


—— - Q— wh 
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Which that we may more clearly 
underſtand , we muſt conſider, thar 
when any nature is direted; or atfe- 
ed towards any thing as to its lat 
end, that by the admixtion of ano- 
ther nature which diſtracts it,it may 
be ſo hindred, that it do not proles 
cute its end at all , or at leaſt but 
very remiſly ; for example, a weight 
or ponderous body naturally tends 
downwards; and all gravity,or ſuch 
bodies inclin'd by the form of their 
weight, or of their nature ſeek their 
centre ; but a bird flies upwards, 
becauſe it hath not onely the form of 
oravity,but allo that of an animall 
or ſenſible living creature,and fo this 
animall or living motion lulpends, 
and hindring the naturall inclination 
of its gravity or weight, it mounts 
on high. In like manner, an inſen- 
lble mixt body having much air 
and fire mixt with its carth Gnks 


downward but ſlowly, but if there 
G 5 be 
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be any weight which is meerly pon- 
derous, it is vehemently carried 
downwards , unlefſe ſome violent 
obſtacle do hinder it ; and the more 
purely ponderous it is, the more im- 
petuoully it is carried of its ownna- 
ture to its centre : wherefore man 
conſiſting of a double naturc, to wit 
ſpirituall and corporall or ſenſible, 
although the underſtanding and will 
by their natural! motion tend to- 

wards Almighty God ; yet by rex 
fon of the mixture of the 1cnfible 
part, which for its naturall funCticrs 

hath its fenfible organs.it is dift.0" 
with paſſions. and is more frequent- 
by diſtracted then otherwile it would 
raturally be ; ſo that although tix 
luperiour and fpirituall part cannat 
be violently forced ; yet either by er 
rour, the underftanding being ill in 
formed,or by cxcefle of appetitethe 
will , becoming ill affeCted , it | 
drawa to afte&t thoſe things whic 
are 


of C briſtian Faith. I49 


are very inordinate. Wherefore, if 


we intend to find out that in which 
the nature of the laſt end of man 
doth confilt, it is neceſſary to {eek it 
out of its motion, out of the yehe- 
mence of its loye and ardent affeti- 
ons ; but'our nature conſiſting of 
both the rationall and ſenſible part, 
we muſt not conſider the affections 
of them, who lead their lives like 
beaſts. but of thole onely which have 
reaſon alwayes for the guide of their 
actions, which are onely worthy in= 
deed of the truename of men : for 
if by the experiment of a ponderous 
body I intend to find out the centre 
of grayity , I mult not conſider it 
in the flight of birds, but by the mo= 
tion of bodies which are meerly 
ponderous ; but I have formerly 
proyed , that there is no hfe more 
purely rationall, then that of Chrt- 
ltjans, therefore we ſhall come bet- 
ter to the knowledge of whe laſt cad 
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of man, by the conſideration of the 
love and afteftion of Chriſtians, 
which truly and with all propriety 
are to be eſteemed men, rather ther 
by the inordinate appetites of others, 
Bur all Chriſtians which live up- 
rightly, with a moſt vehement afte- 
Etion , With a {ſweet concord ard 
harmony, do bend their whole er- 
deayours towards Chriſt crucified 
as towards their ſupreme and lalt 
end, for whole ſake they eſtecm al 
other things as Uregs and corrupt: 
on, and therefore he is their laſt cry, 
the true God, ar.d ſupreme good of 
all mankind, 

The laſt end of man is his con 
pleat and abſolute perfection , and 
therefore the nearer he is unto !!, 
the more perfect he is, ard the molt 
he incrcafes in pericStion.at the neat 
er diſtance he is from it, becaulc to 
grow perſect is nothing clic then to 
approach unto his laſt end w 

encre 
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there hath neyer any thing been 
found by coming near unto which 
by the approaches of the underſtand- 
ing and aftection (we ſpeak of them 
here and not of corporal approaches) 
humane nature hath ſo much profit- 
ed as unto Chrilt crucified , info+ 
much that the more nigh it comes 
unto him , the more vehemently it 
aftects him, and the more it becomes 
(as I have formerly ſhown) perfe&t 
in all morality ; whence it plainl ap- 
pears , that Chriſt is the laſt end of 
humane lite. The defire of the laſt 
end is molt. naturall unto all things, 
and therefore every thing immove- 
ably adheres unto its laſt end;for the 
laſtend in praCticall things is like the 
ficlt principles in things of {pecula- 
tion : Thcretore as the firſt princi- 
p:eS are ingrafted in our nature, fo 
is the denre cf our laſt end, and 
therefore it periilts immoyeable. 
Theretore when a man no way di- 
yetted 
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verted by: his yicious appetites, doth 
rationally io firmly fix his affei- 
on upon lome one thing lo tenaci- 
oufly, that he diſeſteems all others 
for it , and had rather loſe his life 
then forlake it , it is a ſign that he 
hath truly found our his laſt end, and 
hence it 1s, that although others have 
prefixed unto themſelves other laſt 
ends, yet we have feen none, or yery 
tew, except Chriſtians, who had ra- 
ther loſe their lives then fortake thoſe 
ends of theirs ; others undergo the 
extremity of all mileries to conſerve 
their lives; for a man will give all he 
hath rather then loſe his life : but 
- Chriſtians do not onely patiently, 
willingly and joyfully loſe all they 
have for Chriſt, but even they eltcem 
their lives as nothing for his ſake; 
and certainly if Chritt were not the 
ſupreme Good, fuch men ot the 
oreatelt wiſdome would not lol: 
their lives, being the moſt precious 
unto 
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unto them , for the defence of the 
oreatelt of all errours. 

Moreoyer things which are of 
the ſame nature being ordained for 
the ſame end, and in that regard be- 
ing united, eyen as all ponderous bo- 
dies are in & tending to their centre, 
it 15 a moſt manifeſt argument ſeeing 
that there was nething ever found in 
which men were fo firmly united as 
in Chritt crucifed, that h: 1s the laſt 
end of man ; for thoſe that believe 
in him are nolefle united and linked 
together, then ail the parts of the 
earth being compacted into one {o- 
lid globe are adherent to their cen- 
tre: in the fame manner all Chriſti- 
ans Which truly ſeek Chriſt, come to 
have bnt one heart and one foul in 
him , nay , the more they profit in 
their Faith, with greater Jeligh and 
more ardent charity do they love 
one another : if therefore Chriſt 
were onely a man , and his Faith 


contam 
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contain a clandeſtine and impioug 
fiction and forgery , it would ng 
have taken ſuch effe& in ſo mar 

thouſands of men of ſeyerall cond- 
tions and: qualities ; becaule thc 
who are onely tyed together by fal- 
ſity are ealily diNolvl , nor could 
ſo many men grounding the union of 
their friendſhip on the falſe founda- 
tion of an errour, increaſe their loye 
as the crrour grew more enormigus : 
[pirituall delights they arethe great- 
er when our foul approaches nearer 
to its laſt end, and then they ate 
molt perfe&t when they more attain 
unto the end it ſelf, If man there- 
fore be ſomewhat delighted when 
he beholds his end imperfectly afar 
off, he will be farre more when he 
ſhall more perfectly poſleſle it ; but 
the delight which Chriſtians do en- 
joy of Chriſt, ſurpaſlech all che exte- 
riour pleaſures of rhe fenles or under- 


F 


ſtanding ; which appears out 0! 


th:ee 


of Chriſtian Faith. IS5 
three things : firlt, out of the incom- 


$ 
parable conſtancy ot Martyrs , of 
y whom we reade innumerable , who 
- with joy and mirth ran to their tor- 
le ments as to their nuptials , and tri- 
- I umphing in the midlt of their luffer- 
( ings haye ſung hymns unto God, 
ff as if they had been in ſome place of 
1- pleaſure : which could no way hap- 


je pen; unleſſe by the exceſle of an im- 
F mente delight, as if all their corpo- 
t- I rall ſenles were brought atleep , and 
er & Chriſt had defended them trom all 
re IF grief and terrour , which truly is a 
in I prerogative not granted to any other 
e- I delight: for a griet (as experience 
en I} teaches) diſturbs the whole man,and 
far I expelling all pleature puts him our 
he I of himlclf. Sccondly, out of the in- 
jut FW finite examples of the aatienc 
n- M Monks, who, for!aking the world 
re- @ and wandring in the delerts and 
er- I} caves as the companions of wild 
of Þ beaſts, in abtincnce, taſting , and 
morti- 
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mortification, being in want of all 
things, and naked , have neverthe- 
lefle lived moſt joyfully with that 
unſpeakable content which they 
found in the contemplation of Di- 
vine things. And as yet we leethe 
imitation and prints of their foot: 
ſteps in the Religious men, who in 
great numbers (as I have faid) of 
their own accords ſubjecting them: 
ſelyes to a willing ſeryitude and 
perpetuall clauſures , do moſt con- 
tentedly and joyfully pafle their 
lives under a moſt exact obedience, 
as if they were ſet at liberty by be- 
ing ſubjeted under this yoke & 
Grace. Thirdly, out of the lives 
of moſt wiſe men, who flouriſhing 
with the erudition of all Sciences, 
having drunk of the facred fountain 
of holy Scriptures, and taſted thc 
tweetneſſe of Chriſt , have given 
over all other Sciences, being one!y 
delighted-with his Doctrine, unto 
which 
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which they haye fuck ſo firmly, as 
if they could not be drawn from it, 
elteeming all the wiſdome of Philo- 
ſophers and eloquence of the Ora- 
tours as dry apples and unfayoury, 
which I can teftifie of yery many, 
{uch as I have known to have done 
lo; but of theſe examples it is ma=- 
nifeſt, thar the delights which pro= 


 cecd out of the Faith & Contempla=- 


tion of Chriſt crucified do far ſurpals 
all others : we muſt therefore con- 
clude that they proceed fromthe uni- 
rerlal and ſupreme good,and chiefly 
becauſe the more near accel(s we haye 
unto Chriſt by Faith and Love , the 
more are thoſe delights augmented. 
And that we may briefly con- 
clude with one argument, joyning in 
one all the proprieies ofthe laſt end; 
all the individuall or fingular natures 
of the ſame kind (as 1 haye ſaid) are 
ordained for the lame laſt end, and 
allmen do agree inthe nature of _ 
laſ 
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laſt end, though not in the thing in 
which that nature of the laſt end i; 
contained, for this is that which we 
feck. The blifle therefore of man 
conlifting in an act of our under- 
ſtanding, we mult conclude, that 
that thing 
the laſt end agrees, 15 that in which 
all the molt rationall and which ate 
moſt pure of heart do agree in, and 
with all uniformity ſeek after it, and 
do immoyeably inſiſt upon , and 
which they loye above themlelyes, 
and conſequently are moſt admin- 
bly delighted in jt , and 'deriying 
from it the jintegrity of their liyes, 
and the ſplendour of a celeſtiall clz- 
riry,and transformed with a Divine 
love, become eyen one and the {ame 
thing with it, and being in a manner 
raiſed aboye the world, yaluing al: 
terrene things as dirt, they take joy 
onely in thole Divine fayours, and 
la fily enjoy a moſt bleſſed ” 
ag 


to which the nature «f 
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and peace of mind. But theſe things 
which are the conditions of the 1u- 
preme Good were never found in 
any but in Chriſt crucified, and tha 
as he is true God , and therefore he 
” WB sthe {lupreme Good, 

0 But why ſhould I infiſt longer 
in thele things which are of them- 
we” ſelves manifeſt ? For Good of irs 
4 (jon nature defiring to communi- 
ate it elt, the ſupreme Good mult 


and 

Ws needs be that which moſt defires to 

*: communicate its virtue ; but there 

114 : D 

rs $ no Communication ot any other 
o Woood found fo oreat and a 

ves. Wb o great a mple 


45 that which proceeds from Chriſt 
elus , after whole coming into 
he world and the propagation of 
his Faith, the whole world is pur- 


wy” ved of a dark and profound miſt 
199 ff, d Vo d 
ec dr nnnes and Crrouts, an reple- 


iſhed with all virtue and fancti- 
nony of lite, and ſo many graces 
and and 
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and fayours areJrom thence granted 
and decreed unto the faithfull, that 
they are rightly eltcemed happy 
and blefled upon earth ; forif ther 
can be any felicity or bliſſe upon 
earth, it is onely found in the Chii- 


Rians,” which I have proved inthe 


Epitome of the {umplicity of a Chir 
{han life. 

The incomparable Clemency and 
Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chili 
declares the infinite abundance 0 
his Goodnefle ; becauſe no malice 
of any hainous finners and wid 
ednefſe are ſufficient to make him 
deny or deterre his pardon to thok 
that are truly repentant , but com: 
monly he doth not ccale to heap 
greater graces and gifts on thole 
who return unto him. And itisa 
thing molt experienced, that as 0 
ten as any ſhall by finne forlake 
him, that ke is iraight depriyed & 

that 
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he 
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that {weetnefle and righteouſnefſe 
of life, to that he is drowned in ter 
rene impurities and cortuptions, and 
that he is tormented and vexed wich 
intolerable cares ; but afſonn as he 
returns to his former ſtate of recrea- 
tion and quiet, he is, as it Were, cu- 
red of the unquenchable thirſt of 


lome moſt malignant calenture, 
Cn ar, XVI, 


The ſame proved ont of the Power, 
Wiſdome and Goodneſſe of Chriſt 


altogether . 


O the end that thole things 

which I haye formerly ſaid of 
the Power, Witdom and Goodneſle 
of Chriſt may be more eaſily under- 
ſtood, let us here by way of Epi- 
looue , make a recapitulation of 
them. We affirm that if Chriſt be 
not God, as he declared himlelf to 
be, 
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be, that he was the moſt arrogant 
and pro'id , the moſt ablurd and 
Poliſh of all men ; but if he di 
not make himſelf God, but it was x 
fallacy of his Diſciples, and a hu- 
mane fiction (as ſome fooliſh and 
dotino men do avouch) how could 
{Oo much Power , Wiſdome and 
Goodnetſc proceed out of the great- 
clt of all falfities and preſtigious in- 
poſtures ? For it he be not God, 
know no other who may any wi 
ſeem to be lo for it Almighty God 
do govern and conlerye tele interi 
our things by cong:uous means, we 
having proved that there is no mean; 
more perfect for a good and yittt: 
ous life tnen Chriſt, 1 do not fee how 
we may chule , but either we mul 
confefle that Chrilt is the true mears 
of our blifle warranted by Almighty 
God unto- mankind , or that we 


deiy the divine Proyidence and 
Jultice; 
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Juſtice ; or that denying rhere is 
any God at all , we belieye that 
2 things happen by chance or fate: 
all which , beſides the firſt which 
mult neceſſarily be granted,are moſt 
ablurd and fooliſh. 

If there be any true Religion 
in the world , which by Argu- 
ments we have convinced and tup- 
poled as granted , Who can deny, 
conſidering ſo many , an fo for- 


; ible Reajons , that this muſt needs 
| be the Chriſtian Religion ? There 


being no other ſa well grounded in 
Reaton ; ſo that if this be not 
rue, it Will force us to deny al! 
Religion, 

Allo we know that no othe: 
Religion was ever fo ſharply 
impugn'd perpetually in all Ages, 
as the Chriſtian ; for other Re- 
ligions , or rather fraudulent Su- 
perltitions, in a manner by the 

{ame 
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ſame vanity by which they were 
ſet afoot , were deſtroyed and 
came to nothing ; but the Chri- 
ſtian as the moſt pure gold, hath 
been refined in perpetuall flames 
of moſt cruel Perſecutions , which 
could not haye happened, had any 
other been true, and this falſe. 

It is moreover manifeſt , that 
the Chriſtian Religion never (ut- 
fered or was perſecuted by virt- 
ous and juſt men, but was alway; 
held by them in great eſteem, tt 
verence and yeneration , having: 
wayes had continuall and infatia- 


- ble Warre, with Aagitious, wick 


ed and facrilegious Tyrants , and 
their father the Devil ; and % 
many as have perſecuted it and 
ics Miniſters, haye alwayes bee! 
( as now-adayes allo appears )6 
a molt wicked condition , whid 


never happened to any other Ref 
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ligion ; why therefore ſhould we 
chuſe to imitate wicked men, rather 
then the virtuous ? 

Further , there is no other Re- 
ligion , unto which ſo many have 
hicherro been converted , and do 
daily come unto it upon this con- 


| dition , that they know themſelves 


not to be called to riches, honours 
or pleaſures , (which in their Ba= 


.ptilme they oblige themlſelyes to 
E renounce ) but unto contempt, 


abſtinence, parſimony , contume- 


lies, and (if occaſion require it) 


unto the greateſt and laſt extremi- 
ty of all ; no man therefore being 


in his right wits would be indu- 


ced unto it by ſuch promiles and 
obligations , as we have ſeen lo 
many thouſands to be , unlefſe 
the light of a moſt evident Veri- 
ty did eyen pierce the hearts of 
mortalls. 

The 
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The underſtanding therefore is 
conltrained by theſe reaſons and ar- 
gUunCnts, to believe this admirable 
Faith of Chriſt to be true ; for if 
One; two or three, or a few agru- 
ments do not force an aſſent, yet 
all together if they be rightly con(t- 
dercd, will not have lefle force thet 
Mathemarticall Demonſtrations, or 
then it ſome of the dead were 
raiicd to liictor the confirmation of 
this Verity. 

Wherefore if the Chriſtir 
Religion, be true, all - others ar 
to be exploded as falle ; (eeing 
the Chriſtian doth molt conſtant 
ly ayouch, that there is no faly: 
tion out of it ; Which is no mor 
then reaſon ; becaule our falvati 
conſiſting in the viſion of Gol 
unto which no man can attal 
without Celeſtial] and Diyine t: 
yours , (as I have ſhewed b 
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fore) no man can obtain it with- 
out Faith , the Scripture afhrming, 
Sine* Fide impoſſivile eſt placere 
Des, That without Faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

Nor is there left any ſufhci- 
ent cauſe of a juſt complaint or 
excule for thole who are born in 
[range and remote Countreys, 
which do not admit the Chriſtian 
__ bzcauic if any one led 


by the light of reaſon , with a 


neht intention and pure heart, do 
convert himſelf: to the univerſall 


and common Parent of all men, 
} and their Creatour , who appears 


plainly in the order and goyein- 


| ment of his Creatures , and which 
{affords unto all the things which 
ae neceſſary for them , and ſhall 


deleech him to ſhew his Verity 
unto him ; he ſhall not (as I have 


| touched in the beginning of this 
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The underltanding therefore ig 
conltrained by thele anions and at- 
guments, to believe this admirable 


Faith of Chriſt to be true : for if 


ONE, tWO ot three, or a fow agru 
ments do not force an aflent, "ye 
all together if they be rightly conhi- 
derced, will not haye lefle force then 
Mathematicall Demonſtrations, or 
then it ſome of the dead were 
raiicd to liic tor the confirmation of 
this Verity, 

W herefore if the Chriſtiar 
Religion be true', all others are 
to be ex ploded as falle ; ſeeing 
the Chriſtian doth molt conflant 
ly ayouch, that there is no faly 
tion out of it ; which is no mor 
then reaſon ; becaule our ſalvation 
conſiſting in the viſion of God 
unto Which no man can attal! 
without Celeſtiall and Diyine ta 
yours , (as I have ſhewed be 
role, 
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fore) no man can obtain it with- 
out Faith , the Scripture afhrming, 
Sine” Fide impoſſivile eſt placere 


Des , That without Faith it is 


poſſible to pleaſe God. 

Nor is there left any ſufhci- 
ent cauſe of a juſt complaint or 
excule for thoſe who are born in 
ltrange and remote Countreys, 
which do not admit the Chriſtian 
negan, bzcauie if any one led 

c light of reaſon , with a 
noht intention and pure heart, do 
convert himſelf: to the univerſall 
and common Parent of all men, 
and their Creatour , who appears 
plainly in the order and goyein- 
ment of his Creatures , and which 
affords unto all the things which 
are neceſſary for them , and ſhall 
beleech him to ſhew his Verity 
unto him ; he ſhall not (as I have 
touched- in the beginning of this 
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Work according to the Chriſtian 
Truth) be fruſtrate of his defire, 
but ſhall obtain the Light Which 
is neceſlary to his ſalvation, ci- 
ther by internall inſpirations , as did 
holy Jeb ; or by Angels, as did Cor- 
xelins the Centurion ; or as the 
Eunuch by Philip, that is, by ſome 
A poſtolicall man, 


